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Fresh start

Daylight saving time
starts 2 a.m. Sunday

Spring is almost two
weeks away, but one of the
rites of the season arrives this
weekend. Daylight saving
time begins Sunday, moving
an hour of sunlight to the end
of the day. Though it officially
begins at 2 a.m., clocks are
generally moved ahead before
heading to bed Saturday. Day-
light saving ends Nov. 5.

County leadership
breakfast March 24

Community leaders are
inviting to an event later this
month anyone with a stake in
making Crittenden County a
better place to live. The com-
munity leadership breakfast
on Friday, March 24 will kick
off a series of similar activities
aimed at offering insight to
partnerships in the better-
ment of the life in the county.

Organizer Terry Bunnell,
president of Crittenden
County Economic Develop-
ment Corp. (CCEDC), said the
local school system will be
first up. Superintendent Vince
Clark said edu-
cators will
offer insight
into initiatives
that have put
laptops into
the hands of
all middle- and
high-school-
ers, offered
free meals to all students and
more. He will also address the
“Give 5 for Kids” campaign to
inform the community on the
need for school construction.

The school system and Par
4 Plastics have been key play-
ers in a pair of planning ses-
sions Bunnell organized to set
a better course for the com-
munity’s future. Nothing has
been off the table for discus-
sions.

“This is one of the prod-
ucts of those sessions,” Bun-
nell said of the breakfast.

“I'm really glad Terry is
having this conversation,”
Clark said recently. “It's one
that needs to be had.”

The breakfast, sponsored
by Par 4 and presented by
CCEDC and Crittenden County
Chamber of Commerce, is $7
per person and begins at 7:30
a.m. March 24 at the Marion
Ed-Tech Center, with doors
opening at 7:15 a.m. On the
menu will be eggs, sausage,
biscuits, juice and coffee.
Reservations must be made
by the close of business
March 20 by calling the
chamber at (270) 965-5015.

Public megtings

- Marion Planning Com-
mission will meet at 5 p.m.
today (Thursday) at Marion
City Hall.

- Crittenden County
Board of Education will
meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday in the
Rocket Arena conference
room, immediately following
the public forum on the “re
callable nickel” tax.

- Crittenden Fiscal Court
will meet at 8:30 a.m. next
Thursday at the courthouse.

- Crittenden Health Sys-
tems Board of Directors will
meet at 9 a.m. March 22 in
the CHS Educational building
for its annual meeting.

Bunnell

Facebook.com/TheCrittendenPress
Twitter.com/CrittendenPress
thepress(@the-press.com
270.965.3191
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Larry and Peggy Escue have been operating Conrad's Harvest Foods for a few months after
purchasing it from the previous owners, and after time to implement some changes and a fresh
look, the grocery is hosting a grand opening this week and next with specials and giveaways.

Conrad’s new owners breathe new
life into store with grand opening

STAFF REPORT

Conrad’s Harvest Foods is
celebrating its grand opening
under new ownership with a
number of special in-store
deals and giveaways this
week and next.

Larry and Peggy Escue
have been operating the gro-
cery for a few months after
purchasing it from descen-
dants of the late Mary Jane
Conrad.

New owner Larry Escue
has been in the grocery busi-
ness in one shape or form for
the last 40 years since he left
the U.S. Army as a sergeant
after more than six years if
service.

Conrad’s is one of two gro-
cers in the community, and
it has been operated under
the same name since 1978
when the late Richard Con-
rad left the wholesale grocery
business in St. Louis, Mo., to

Byford appointed
new Marion mayor

purchase Gene’s IGA on
South Main Street. The store
was then located a bit farther
south of its current location.
It sat where the
Kentucky
Cabinet for
Families
and Chil-
dren offices
are located
today.

In 1989, Con-
rad’s moved to where it is
now, on the site of the former
Ford automotive dealership.
The Conrad family continues
to have a hand in the long-
standing firm as Richard
Conrad’s adult children -
Margie, John and Lee — still
own the real estate.

Richard Conrad passed
away in 1995 and his widow
Mary Conrad operated the
grocery until her death in
2003. Her children controlled
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ownership of the business
until the Escues purchased
it last fall.

Larry Escue, a native of

Henning, Tenn.,
once owned 13
grocery stores
in Missis-
sippi, Ala-
bama and
Louisiana,
many under the
Piggly Wiggly and
Harvest Foods banner. He
left the retail grocery busi-
ness for a time and worked
with Prairie Farms.

When ownership changed
at Conrad’s, Escue added
Harvest Foods to the name
and changed the company’s
signature color from green to
a deep red. Customers will
notice employees donning
the new company colors this

See CONRAD’S/Page 5
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Nickel knowledge

To give the community
the knowledge it needs
on Crittenden County

Board of Education’s

consideration of a 5.8-cent

tax increase, or recallable nickel, the school district
is offering a variety of ways to share information and
collect input from those who would be paying the
tax. The campaign is called “Give 5 for Kids.”

Public forum

5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Rocket Arena conference room

YouTube video

https://goo.gl/vOYXHh

Survey
FAQ

Facilities need summary
https://goo.gl/KHm78p

Schools seek
public input
on tax issue

STAFF REPORT

Despite being one of the landowners who would be
hit hardest, Natalie Parish says she supports a tax in-
crease being considered by Crittenden County Board
of Education to give both middle- and high-schoolers

Still open

Kentucky Com-
missioner of Educa-
tion Stephen Pruitt
will fill the seat left
vacant on Critten-
den County Board
of Education by
Phyillis Orr’s resig-
nation by April 26.
Once applicants’ in-
terviews have been
scheduled, KDE will
release the names
of candidates.
|

new homes. The proposed 5.8-
cent increase, or recallable
nickel, would be assessed on
each $100 of property, generat-
ing enough revenue to finance
the propose $8 million project.

Parish and her husband
Philip own and farm hundreds
of acres in Crittenden County
and would pay hundreds more
dollars each year in school
taxes. But the couple also has a
senior and freshman in Critten-
den County High School.

“It's going to cost our family
greatly, but how else are we sup-
posed to get (a new school)?”
Parish said.

The Parishes, too, are facing
the possibility of a similar tax in-

crease on their Caldwell County acreage. The school
board there is also considering a recallable nickel, but
the family still supports the proposal locally.

“I understand we have a 70-year-old middle school.
I respect that,” Parish said in support of the board’s
proposal. “I also realize it’s going to be costly for peo-

See SCHOOL /Page 5

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

For the first time
since 1988, someone be-
sides Mickey Alexander
carries the title of Mar-
ion Mayor.

Last Wednesday,
Jared Byford was se-
lected by his fellow Mar-
ion City Council
members to be the next
mayor after Alexander’s
resignation announced
last month became ef-
fective. The vote was

unanimous, 5-0, with
Byford abstaining. No
one else was formally
nominated.

Byford, 36, accepted
the nomination as an
honor, and after last
week’s special meeting,
was sworn in to the job
by his mother, County
Clerk Carolyn Byford.
The two shared a hug
after the oath was ad-
ministered.

“I'm excited about the
opportunity to work with

an outstanding city
council and city admin-
istrator for the next two
years,” said the new
mayor, whose term will
expire December 2018.
“T'd also like to thank
former Mayor Mick
Alexander for his service
to the City of Marion as
mayor for the past 30
years. Mick spent count-
less hours working for

the benefit of our com-

PHOTO BY DARYL K. TABOR, THE PRESS

Jared Byford is sworn in as mayor of Marion last Wednesday by his mother,

See MAYOR/Page 5

County Clerk Carolyn Byford, following his appointment by the city council.

Concern mounts over expected eclipse crowds

We're looking at this
like they handle
coastal evacuations

during hurricanes.
- Keith Todd

Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet spokesman

STAFF REPORT

While a couple of local or-
ganizations are rolling out the
welcome mat and inviting the
world to Crittenden County on
the third Monday in August,
others are huddling up, trying
to figure out what to do if every-
one shows up.

Crittenden County Chamber
of Commerce and Crittenden
County Lions Club are among
those making plans and send-
ing out invitations for people to
visit Marion to view or celebrate
the first solar eclipse in the con-
tinental United States in the
last 38 years.

The Lions, who own the fair-
grounds, are advertising on the

internet that they will rent
eclipse enthusiasts a small
space to set up a telescope or
self-contained camper. There is
no power, water or sewer avail-
able for campers at the fair-
grounds.

Chamber members are pro-
moting a weekend event just

ahead of the eclipse.

“We will be having a festival
at our park on Saturday, Aug.
19 centered around the solar
eclipse,” said Angel Henry, vice
president of the Chamber. “Sev-
eral of us attended a regional
meeting (last week) and left with
tons of valuable information to
make our festival a success. We
plan to have live music, con-
tests and will end the day with
an outdoor viewing of the movie
‘ET.”

A backdrop to all the plan-
ning for these opportunities is a
bit of concern from Crittenden
County Emergency Manage-
ment and other groups respon-
sible for safety, transportation

and other human needs. There
are some who think a mass in-
flux of thousands would create
major traffic jams, consume all
available fuel, overload cellular
networks and create a signifi-
cant, perhaps even crippling,
stress on other limited re-
sources.

Some schools in the area
have already announced they
will be closed on the day of the
eclipse, Aug. 21, but Crittenden
County is currently planning to
stay on a normal course. School
Transportation and Safety Di-
rector Al Starnes said the dis-
trict has purchased 1,300 pairs

See ECLIPSE /Page 4
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EDITORIAL

say, “Of course.”

and capable as possible.

Both sides of
school tax issue
warrant thought

Ask 10 taxpayers if they would like to pay more each
year, and all 10 will assuredly say, “No way!” But ask those
same 10 people if they would like a better life for future
generations in their community, and all would probably

But everything has a cost. That’s why the local board of
education may be asking taxpayers later this year to pay
another nickel, or 5.8 cents to be exact, on the school tax to
replace a 68-year-old middle school that holds little future
for adequately meeting the needs of students.

The board has begun its campaign to sell the property
tax increase and weigh the community’s concerns. It has
produced a variety of informative tools and invited the
public for live input on Tuesday. Undoubtedly, there will be
a vocal contingent to rise in opposition of the proposed tax.

We understand. Many taxpayers survive on fixed or
poverty-level incomes, and we all seem to deal daily with
news of increased expenses for utilities, health care, insur-
ance, food and other basic necessities of life. Adding an-
other hit may be the proverbial back-breaker for some.

We also understand that the consideration of adding al-
most 6 cents to the levy per $100 of property comes on the
heels of considerable 2016 assessment increases for the
county’s largest property owners and lifeblood of the com-
munity, farmers. A tax could affect hundreds of acres
whose true annual worth already depends on myriad un-
certainties out of the owners’ control.

Finally, we will not argue that this sort of tax shakes the
bedrock of the community, our property owners, while
skipping over our high and ever-growing number of
renters. These people would pay nothing, as motor vehicles
are exempt from the nickel, but could still vote to approve
the measure should it be decided at the ballot box. And
non-resident property owners have no say at all. That’s not
exactly what our forefathers had in mind, but this is the
system within which we must operate.

On the other side of the coin, we know a pre-1950s
building is a money pit for taxpayers when it comes to ren-
ovations. Classrooms are too small, virtually every system
inside the building is outdated and the joists that support
floors are slowly rusting away, among other concerns.

But what was good enough for you is good enough for
them, right? The building looks just fine, and why, you may
not even have any children in the school system.

We argue, though, that education is a community re-
sponsibility. Whether your children have already been ed-
ucated or you never had any, the children of today will be
tomorrow’s doctors, policemen, cashiers, mechanics,
lawyers, plumbers and elected officials. Surely, you would
like each of those future men and women to be as learned

The needs of yesterday are not the needs of today or to-
morrow. Our world is unrecognizable from 1949.

There are two sides to this issue and each has solid foot-
ing. We simply ask that each of you - taxpayers and deci-
sion-makers - carefully consider your own interests
against those of your community.

Charter schools clear House

Last week saw a

it.” That's crazy. It is

number of contro-
versial bills come to
the floor of the
House for debate
and a vote. Some of
these were:

- House Bill 520
that dealt with char-
ter schools.

- HB 333 that

not an either/or
proposition. I love
my wife, but I also
love my children
and grandchildren.
Even some of the
representatives who
argued most vocifer-
ously against “evil”
non-public schools

dealt with limiting Rep. Lynn admitted that their
prescriptions of cer- BECHLER children attended
tain controlled sub- private schools. Why
stances to a Kentucky House then, should other
three-day supply Legislative Review parents be denied
and adding some the right to send
drugs to the list of R-Marion their children to
controlled sub- House District 4 charter schools? The
stances. (rittenden-Livingston  reality, as I see it, is

- HB 305 that Caldwell - Christian (part)  that Kentucky needs

dealt with involun-
tary treatment for
alcohol and drug

Contact

702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424(C

to do more for the
education of our
students.

abuse. Frankfort, KY 40601 The point was

- SB 4 that dealt (502) 564-8100, ext.665  made that not terri-
with medical review  lynn.bechler@irckygov  bly long ago, our ed-
panels. Committees ucation system

[ voted against Transportation; Elections ranked 49th out of
HB 333 because I felt  (ynstitutional Amend-  the 50 states, and

it was too limiting to
those in serious
pain. The bill did
pass.

Although I wasn't
totally comfortable
with HB 305, I voted
in favor of it because
[ felt the bill had
enough safety provisions to
make it a worthwhile attempt
to help those who were in se-
rious need of treatment and
could be expected to success-
fully complete the program.
The bill did pass.

[ voted against SB 4 be-
cause although I believe that
malpractice tort reform is
needed, and I thought there
were better alternatives to the
bill that was brought before
us. The bill did pass.

In this week’s update, I de-
cided to focus on HB 520.
Charter school legislation has
been discussed in the legisla-
ture for a number of years, but
this year is when the discus-
sion finally made it into a bill
that made it to the full House.

The debate was filled with
much theatrical flourish with
dramatic hand gestures, ap-
peals to the gallery and accu-
sations that the supporters
lacked compassion for chil-
dren and were against teach-
ers - all accusations that I felt
were absurd. Opponents of
the bill tried to frame the
issue as either “loving your
public school” or “not loving

Service

ments & Intergovern-
mental Affairs; Economic
Development & Work-
force Investment

House: 2013-present
|

now we rank eighth.
I'm not sure what
data was used to
make that claim, but
I do know that it is
much easier to im-
prove a ranking
when at the bottom
of the pile than it is
to improve it when you have
already moved up.

In Kentucky, schools are
listed by such terms as “Dis-
tinguished,” “Proficient,” “Im-
proving” and “Needs
Improvement.” Schools are
also given a letter grade. Sadly,
the terms don’t easily corre-
late to the letter grades.

When I was in school, any-
thing below 70 percent was an
“FE”” Unfortunately, a large
number of students in schools
rated Distinguished or Profi-
cient score well below 70 per-
cent when it comes to
evaluations based on the Ken-
tucky Performance Rating for
Educational Progress, or K-
PREP. In fact, statewide, we
have an 88.6 percent gradua-
tion rate from high school, but
in reading only 56.5 percent of
those graduating students can
read at grade level and a mere
42.3 percent can perform
math at grade level. If those
numbers put Kentucky’s edu-
cation system in eighth-place
countrywide, there is a much
greater education problem in
our country than I had ever
imagined.

Senate OKs bills to protect vulnerable

Senate Bill 190

We have now
entered the final
stretch of the 2017
Legislative Session
with the comple-
tion of the 26th
day of the 30-day
session on
Wednesday. Every-
one, regardless of
the chamber in

would allow a foster
child to remain in
his/her home school
by either placing the
child with a family in
the same district or,
if the child is moved
out of the district,
providing trans-
portation to that

which they serve Sen. Dorsey school.

or their party affili- RIDLEY With today’s fam-
ation, has a com- ilies, our children are
mon goal - to pass  KentuckySenate  often entrusted to
public policy that Legislative Review others during the

will positively im-

pact the citizens D-Henderson

time when both par-
ents are working. SB

across the Com- Senate District 4 236 would help alle-
monwealth. Crittenden - Caldwell viate some of a par-
Several bills last ~ Henderson+ Webster ent’s worst fears by
week specifically Livingston - Union permitting a parent
addressed needs Contact or guardian to re-

and protections for
some of our most
vulnerable and
most valuable citi-
zens - our chil-
dren.

The intent of
one such bill,
House Bill 180, is to
make it possible
for children who
are removed from
their homes to be
placed in homes
with people they
are familiar with
during what is often an al-
ready traumatic time for
them.

The legislation specifies
that people with emotionally
significant relationships with
the child are among those
with whom the child can be
placed with in an emergency.
Therefore, HB 180 would
allow a child to temporarily
live with a close family friend,
a babysitter, a neighbor or a
friend from church, even if
the person wasn't related to
the child.

Service

702 Capitol Ave.

Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@Irc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture; Banking &
Insurance; Committee on
Committees; Rules; State
& Local Government;
Transportation

House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present

quest a background
check when employ-
ing a childcare
provider.

I was glad to sup-
port HB 180, SB 190
and SB 236 because |
think these initia-
tives will help to al-
leviate stress and
fear for some of our
vulnerable young cit-
izens.

HB 192 would re-
move hurdles for 16-
and 17-year-olds in
foster care that other teens
their age do not face when
seeking their driver’s licenses.
The legislation would allow a
teen’s foster parent to sign an
application for a driver’s per-
mit. Currently, state statute
requires the application to be
signed by a parent.

SB 195 would allow juve-
nile convictions to be ex-
punged after 2 years if the
conviction was not for a vio-
lent offense or sex crime. SB
224 extends the statute of
limitations for certain civil ac-

tions, including child sexual
abuse and child sexual as-
sault, from 5 years to 10 years.
Taking care of those who
take care of us was the intent
of SB 112. This bill would help

members.

- SB 136 would require
any active member of the
Kentucky National Guard to
be treated as a Kentucky resi-
dent for tuition purposes

shore up the when en-
Kentucky 3 rolling in a
State Police Stay lnformec‘ Kentucky pub-
Retirement There are several waysto  lic postsec-
fund. It appro-  keep up with the 2017 legisla- ondary
priates $23.35 tive session and share your institution.
million in Fis-  thoughts with lawmakers. -SB 218
cal Year 2016- would im-
17 and $125 Legislative Message Line prove the
million in Fis- (800) 372-7181 framework of
cal Year 2017-  TTY Message Line the industrial
18 from the (800) 896-0305 hemp pro-
Kentucky per-  Bill Status Line gram in Ken-
manent pen- (866) 840-2835 tucky by
sion fund to Legislative Calendar Line establishing
State Police (800) 633-9650 program re-
Retirement General Assembly website quirements
S_ystem pen- LRCky.gov and 11cepsure
sion fund. Write any lawmaker application
Declared an Sen./Rep. First Last procedures. It
emergency, Legislative Offices would make
the bill would 702 Capitol Ave changes to the
go into effect Frankfort. KY 46601 hemp bill
as soon as it is . : passed during
signed by the Email any lawmaker the 2013 leg-
GOVernor. firstname.lastname@Irc.gov islative ses-
Some of sion make it

the other legislation that
cleared the Senate and moved
to the House last week for
further consideration were:

- SB 39 would require
courts to annually pass a res-
olution detailing the duties
and compensation of the
jailer for the upcoming year.

- SB 32 would require the
Administrative Office of the
Courts to forward drug data
to the Cabinet for Health and
Family Services for inclusion
in the KASPER electronic
monitoring system.

- SB 81 requires the De-
partment of Military Affairs to
establish the criteria and pro-
cedures for death-in-the-line-
of-duty benefits for National
Guard or Reserve component

better aligned with the 2014
federal Farm Bill.

- SB 62 is another step to
update Kentucky's business
laws by streamlining limited
liability company statutes.

With time running out, I
encourage you to weigh in on
the issues that are important
to you. Please share your
feedback through our Legisla-
tive Message Line at (800)
372-7181 or e-mail me di-
rectly at
dorsey.ridley@Irc.ky.gov.

(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, D-
Henderson, has represented
Senate District 4 - Crittenden,
Livingston, Caldwell, Webster,
Union and Henderson coun-
ties - in the Kentucky General
Assembly since 2004.)

What'’s left

Starting today (Thursday),
the Kentucky General Assem-
bly is on a short recess/work
day period where no legisla-
tion will be debated or voted
upon. They return Tuesday
and Wednesday for Days 27
and 28 of the 30-day session.
Those days will be used for
concurrence, when the cham-
bers come together to work
out details of legislation
passed by one chamber with
changes made from the ver-
sion already passed by the
other. Lawmakers then take a
veto recess March 16-28 and
return for the final two days
of the session to debate and
vote on bills March 29-30.

There will be a special ses-
sion later this year to restore
financial solvency to Ken-
tucky’s underfunded pension
plans for government retirees,
and possibly tax reform. No
date has been set.

Charter schools can be ei-
ther private or public; HB 520
would only authorize public
charter schools. The bill man-
dates that only students in a
local school district are eligi-
ble to attend a public charter
school in that district, so local
funds stay in the local district.
While all state and federal
funds will follow a student at-
tending a public charter
school, local capital outlay and
bond payments stay as they
are now and don’t go to the
public charter school. Trans-
portation funds stay with the
non-charter public school un-
less that school opts out of
providing transportation to
the public charter school. If
that should happen, the trans-
portation funds will go to the
public charter school.

Furthermore, public char-
ters will be subject to all of
the same requirements as tra-
ditional public schools when it
comes to state testing, trans-
parency, safety and finance.
They also will be required to
hire certified teachers, and no
teacher will be forced to teach
at a public charter school.

Is HB 520 a perfect piece of
legislation? No, of course not.
For example, the public

charter schools have a much
more relaxed regulatory envi-
ronment and autonomy than
do our non-charter public
schools. I feel that our non-
charter public schools have

Party power

Of Kentucky’s 138 state
legislative seats, Republi-
cans hold a 91-47 advan-
tage over Democrats,
maintaining a super major-
ity in each chamber.
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too much of a burden placed
on them by the legislature and
state board of education and
should have their burden re-
laxed as well. Toward that
end, I am working to amend
the bill in the Senate this year
or in the House next year. In
spite of that, I believe that HB
520 is a step in the right direc-
tion.

It is important to note that
no district is required to have
a public charter school and
local school boards have the
first vote on whether or not a
charter school should be al-
lowed in the district.

Therefore, | voted in favor
of HB 520, and the bill passed
to the Senate where I antici-
pate it will also be passed and
sent to the Governor where he
has said that he will sign it
into law.

As always, thank you for
reading my updates, and
thank you for contacting me
with your concerns and
thoughtful suggestions. It is a
privilege to represent you in
the Kentucky House of Repre-
sentatives, and your input
helps me make decisions that
best represent the views of
the 4th House District.

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, R-Mar-
ion, has represented House
District 4 - Crittenden, Liv-
ingston, Caldwell and portion
of Christian counties - in the
Kentucky General Assembly
since 2013.)

Free honor flights
allow Ky. vets to see
DC memorials

STAFF REPORT

Almost 1,200 American vet-
erans of foreign wars are dying
each day, and many have never
had the opportunity to see the
national memorials erected in
their honor. But two Honor
Flight chapters in Kentucky
aim to change that.

Honor Flight Bluegrass
(Louisville) and Honor Flight
Kentucky (Lexington) offer all
the necessities a veteran will
need for the day trip to Wash-
ington, D.C,, all free of charge.
They can fly on their own or
they can be assigned a
guardian for the entire trip,
someone who will take care of
all the veteran's needs for the
entire trip. The veteran may re-
quest a guardian go with
him/her on the trip for a $500
tax deductible fee if he or she
meets the guardian require-
ments.

“As of now, 366 World War
Il veterans, 426 Vietnam veter-
ans and 400 Korean veterans
pass every day,” said Johnny
Allen, a field benefits represen-
tative with the Kentucky De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.”
Time is of the essence. The
World War II Memorial was
constructed nearly 60 years
after the war. These veterans
deserve to see their memorial.”

For many veterans, the trip
offers a closure they have yet

been able to achieve.

Flights run from March to
November and are primarily
for senior veterans, those from
World War II, Korea and Viet-
nam eras. Terminally ill veter-
ans receive top priority. The
trip includes transportation, a
deluxe bus tour, T-shirts, meals
and other needs, such as oxy-
gen and wheelchairs.

“This trip is all about the
veteran,” said Allen. “Our goal
is for him or her to have one of
the best days of their lives.”

The next trip for the
Louisville chapter is May 10.
Veterans can be registered for
a flight online at HonorFlight
Bluegrass.org or complete and
mail a paper form. Those
forms, as well as a brochure on
honor flights can be found at
The Crittenden Press or Crit-
tenden County Public Library.

For more information on
the flights or to make a tax-de-
ductible donation, email info@
honorflightbluegrass.org  or
call (888) 998-1941.

More information on flights
through the Lexington chapter
can be found on the internet at
HonorFlightKy.org, by emailing
info@honorflightky.org or call-
ing (888) 432-2965.

In the future, the Honor
Flight Network will begin
transporting Veterans of more
recent conflicts.
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Charter schools: Bechler, yes; Clark, no

STAFF REPORT

Public charter schools
would be allowed to operate in
Kentucky under a bill ad-
vanced Friday by the Kentucky
House, but public schools su-
perintendents, includ-

according to the bill.

Clark said the bill would es-
sentially allow charter schools
to rob from public schools be-
cause the $9,000 or so in state
monies attached to each stu-
dent would follow the

ing Vince Clark in
Crittenden County, are
opposed to the meas-
ure.

House Bill 520,
sponsored by House
Education Committee
Chairman and public

child to the charter
school. It also gives
charter schools a more
relaxed regulatory envi-
ronment than what
Kentucky's non-charter
public schools have.

"I am concerned, as

school teacher Rep. Bechler the other superintend-
John Carney, R-Camp- ents are, for small rural
bellsville, passed the public schools, which
House by a vote of 56- Kentucky mostly has,"
39. Rep. Lynn Bechler, Clark said. "Our con-
R-Marion, voted in favor cern is charter schools
of the measure. At press and the funding for the
time, the bill was await- services we provide for
ing further action in the our kids.
Senate. "They've been say-
The bill would allow ing, Don't worry, no
local school boards and Clark charter school will land

the mayors of Louisville

and Lexington to authorize
and oversee public charter
schools in their school districts
beginning with the 2017-18
school year. The charter
schools would be public
schools, established by con-
tract and governed by inde-
pendent boards, that would
offer nonsectarian educational
programs that “meet or exceed
student performance stan-
dards adopted by the Ken-
tucky Board of Education,”

Forage school,

in Crittenden County.
It's unlikely, but it is possible."
He illustrated that if a char-
ter school were to open in Fre-
donia, for example, drawing
100 students from each sur-
rounding public school dis-
tricts, that would result in staff
cuts from transportation to the
classroom in each district.
"They are asking for too
much, too soon," Clark said.
"They need to pilot charters
first in Louisville and Lexing-
ton with the same accountabil-

meal slated

for March 20 in Grand Rivers

STAFF REPORT

Warmer temperatures
mean grasses are growing and
it will soon be hay season for
forage and livestock producers.
To better prepare producers, a
forage school will be held from
5:30 to 8:45 p.m. March 20 at
Grand Rivers Community
Center.

The forage school is hosted
by Cooperative Extension
Service in Crittenden, Liv-
ingston, McCracken, Marshall
and Lyon counties. Featured

speakers will include Univer-
sity of Kentucky Extension
Specialists Dr. Greg Halich
and Dr. Chris Teutsch. Topics
will range from summer annu-
als, pasture finished beef,
baleage and extending the
grazing season.

A meal will be served as
part of the program and is
sponsored by Regions Bank.
All those interested in partici-
pating are asked to RSVP by
calling Crittenden Extension
Service at (270) 965-5236.

ity as public schools, then
evaluate what happens next."

Forty-three other states
currently  allow  charter
schools.

As passed in the House,
students would have to live in
Kentucky to attend the
schools, with preference given
to students who live in the
local school district. Enroll-
ment would be voluntary and
the schools would not have en-
trance requirements or charge
tuition or fees, other than
those fees that are allowed at
other public schools.

Though Bechler voted for
the bill, he says it is far from
ideal.

"If charter schools are to be
better because of lesser restric-
tions, why not lift the restric-
tions off public school
districts," he reasoned. "It's not
perfect by any stretch of the
imagination, but I think it's a
good start."

Gov. Matt Bevin, an advo-
cate of charter schools, said
the bill would give every public
school student a chance to
succeed.

“We have students that we
know for a fact, their odds of
even graduating are very, very
slim — almost nonexistent in
many of our schools,” said

Bevin.

Bechler agrees with the
Governor.

"T think everybody should
have the opportunity," he said
of paving the way for change
with charter schools.

Clark said he knows public
schools in Kentucky have
struggled, but they are moving
in the right direction and sim-
ply need more time.

"Public schools do have
room for improvement, but we
are improving," he said.

Clark added that Kentucky
ranks 23rd in the nation in ed-
ucation, up considerably from
47th in the 1990s. But, he
continued, Kentucky ranks 47
in the U.S. in funding for pub-
lic schools.

"If the state has extra
money they want to invest into
public education, let's invest it
in early childhood education
and try to close this gap," he
said. That gap is the 50-per-
cent of kindergartners who
enter unprepared for public
education.

Bechler knows he will have
some superintendents in his
district unhappy with his vote.

"If the people of my district
don't like that decision, I guess
I'll find out next year," he said,
referring to the 2018 elections.
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County GOP meeting for reorganization

Crittenden Republican numbers still
growing as Democrat ranks shrink

STAFF REPORT

The county's loudest
political voice will be reor-
ganizing today (Thursday),
as it does every four years.

Crittenden County Re-
publican Party Chairman
Mike McConnell said local
GOP committees meet fol-
lowing each presidential
election to restructure,
electing precinct captains
and county officers. He
said, like anything else, it
can sometimes be difficult
to get volunteers, but he's
hoping for a big turnout at
tonight's meeting at the
courthouse.

To be eligible to be one
of the 12 precinct captains
or a county party officer —
chairman, vice chairman,
secretary and treasurer —
you must have been a reg-
istered Republican during
November's general elec-
tion. Anyone who was a
member of the GOP at
election time is encouraged
to attend.

Registration

for the

meeting is from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. at the court-
house. The meeting will
follow.

For additional informa-
tion, contact McConnell at

only 397. Until just a few
years ago, Democrats had
outnumbered Republicans
in the county since the
mid-1970s. However, the
momentum began swiftly
shifting to the right follow-

Voter registration
in Crittenden County
as of Feb. 15,2017

(270) 704-0342.

Party registration

In Crittenden
County, the Repub-
lican Party contin-
ues to increase its
distance in registra-
tion numbers from

Democrats. As of
Feb. 15, the latest
figures available from the
Kentucky Secretary of

State's office, the GOP out- court. District 4

numbered Democrats The local Democratic

3,311-2,869, a gap of 442.  Party in Crittenden County :,rlaqcesg """"""""" gg? """" gg‘;’ """" gg

There were also 513 voters has been rather dormant _a”‘?” """"""""""""""""""

registered as independent, the last couple of years. Its DiStrict 5...urerersessaen 551 .coveeas 655....... 96

“Other” or with another Facebook page was last .

party. updated in March 2014 Marion 3........cccovvvs 312........ 436.......78
At the time of last year's  and is one of only 10 Ken- Sr_1ad.y Grove 12.......153........131.......18

election, when Donald tucky counties whose or- District 6 465 ........567 .......96

Trump won the county al-
most 5-1 over Hillary Clin-
ton, the distance between
the two major parties was

McConnell

Underdown is the only Re-
publican on the fiscal

ganization and
information is not listed on
the Kentucky Democratic
Party's website.

in g President Barack PRECINCT DEM GOP  OTHER
Obama's election in 2008. Marion 2........ccoeuuee. 228........ 262......52
While only two of the Rosebud 11 .............. 214 ........ 199......40
countywide offices (1177 [— 442........461......92
in Crittenden
County are held by Sheridan 9................ 300........ 385......42
Democrats — County Tolu 10 213........ 234......25
Attorney  Rebecca (1311 S 513.......619......67
Johnson and PVA
Ronnie Heady - five Marion 1 .......... 389........381......76
?l"fatg;e aix Drgilg;z- Fords Ferry 5............90 ........ 85.......14
rats.  District 3 District 3.....coumimunnnns 479........ 466.......96
Magistrate ~ Glenn Marion 4 ...

contact

Frances 8

Countywide ........... 2,869.....3,311...513

Other includes “other,” independent and third parties.

March Madness arrives at library
with showing of classic ‘Hoosiers’

STAFF REPORT

March Madness arrives
Friday at Crittenden County
Public Library with a free
showing of the 1986 classic
basketball movie "Hoosiers."
The Oscar-nominated drama
stars Gene Hackman as a
tough early 1950s basketball
coach of a small-town Indi-
ana high school team who
leads the boys into the state
playoffs.

The 115-minute film was
selected for preservation in
the United States National
Film Registry by the Library
of Congress as being "cultur-
ally, historically or aestheti-
cally significant." It is ranked
by IFC as the best basketball
movie of all time.

The showing, which be-
gins at 6:30 p.m., is part of
an ongoing series of films
shown at the library for the
general public. It will be pro-
jected onto a large screen
and snacks will be offered.

In April, "Risen," a 2016
biblical drama will be shown
to correlate with Easter; and
in May, the 1980s comedy
"Ferris Beuler's Day Off" will
be offered along with pizza.

Library Director Regina
Merrick said the films offer
the community a chance to
gather together, share their
love of movies and catch an
outstanding movie on a
screen larger than you get at

home.

Other upcoming events at
the library include:

- Trivia Night returns to
the library at 6 p.m. Friday,
March 17. The event is of-
fered as adult programming
for the community, so chil-

- A card-making workshop
led by Michele Hodge will be
held from 10 a.m. to noon
Saturday, April 8 at the li-
brary.

- Friends of the Library
next meets at 6 p.m. next
Thursday at the library. Any-

dren are asked to be
kept at home. As
Trivia Night is on St.
Patrick’s Day, ques-
tions will have a
“green” theme.

- Three book-sign-
ings are on the calen-
dar for the near future

one wishing to support
the library and join the
group is invited to at-
tend. Last month, offi-
cers elected were
President Brian Hodge,
Vice President Brandie
Ledford, Treasurer
Glen Leslie and Secre-

at the library. On Sat-
urday, March 18 be-
ginning at 10 a.m., Betty
Brantley of Salem will be of-
fering story time for kids in
conjunction with the signing
of her children’s book,
“Rhyan’s Rainbow.” At 10
a.m. Saturday, April 15, Mer-
rick will be presenting her
first book, "Carolina Dream,"
a Christian fiction novel.
Then, at 10 a.m. Saturday,
May 27, Crittenden County
native John M.L. "Mike"
Brown will return home to
visit and sign his book, “The
Kentucky Way,” a murder
mystery set in Crittenden
County in the 1930s and
40s. Brantley and Brown's
books can now be ordered on
Amazon, while Merrick's is
available for pre-order on
Amazon.

Brown

tary Carol Harrison.

The library offers
audio books, periodicals, a
reference section including
local genealogy information,
back issues of The Critten-
den Press, a variety of chil-
dren's programming,
e-books, e-magazines, adult
computer classes, free WiFi
and public computer use, fax
services and much more. You
may also browse the card
catalog online at Crittenden
Library.org.

The library is open from 9
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday and
Tuesday; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday; and from 9 a.m. to 3
p-m. Saturday. It is closed
Sunday.

For more information, visit
the library online or call (270)
965-3354.

ECLIPSE

Continued from Page 1

of glasses for students to
safely view the eclipse.

“We think this is a great
opportunity for our students.
We have activities planned in
order to make it educational.

“We are listening and
hearing what is being said,
but right now we feel like our
best option is to not close
school,” Starnes said.

Keith Todd, spokesperson
for the Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet, said state trans-
portation officials are
anticipating a  potential
swamping of major roads and
highways.

“We're looking at this like
they handle coastal evacua-
tions during hurricanes,”
Todd said. “We handled
major events in Kentucky like
the Equestrian Games, Ken-
tucky Derby and auto races,
so we have some expertise.”

Todd said there is poten-
tial for gas stations running
out of fuel and bottled water
being scarce because the
event will be in August when
temperatures in Kentucky
can reach triple digits.

“We are looking at bill-
boards that will tell people
they can'’t stop on the sides of
the highways,” he said.

Todd said state transpira-
tion officials will be concen-
trating on Interstates 24 and
69, plus other major federal
and state arteries that run
through the area. The eclipse
itself will last a maximum of
160 seconds. The area where
it can be viewed the longest
will draw the greatest num-
ber of people and that section
will be along a line between
Carbondale, Ill., and Hop-
kinsville.

Although there is a great
unknown about how many
people will actually come to
this area, officials are starting
to prepare for a rush of visi-

Regional eclipse planning
for area officials March 29

STAFF REPORT

Kentucky Emergency
Management is hosting an
Eclipse 2017 event planning
meeting at the Kentucky
Dam Village State Resort Park
from 9 am. to noon on
Wednesday, March 29.

This meeting is intended
for county judge-executives,
mayors, county emergency
management Directors, local

tors.

If there is a major overload
on the infrastructure and re-
sources, Crittenden County
Emergency Management Di-
rector David Travis said Crit-
tenden County will be on its
own. He said other outside
resources, such as assistance
from the National Guard or
other government entities,
will not be immediately avail-
able.

“They are telling us we will
be on our own for the first 72
hours,” he said. “If we get
2,500 to 3,000 people in the
community, we would be
swamped.”

Of course, no one knows
yet when the guests will start
showing up.

Todd said the biggest un-
known is whether people
within a few hours drive will
come to the area to watch the
natural event. Already state
parks have booked all their
rooms and other area motels
are nearly full and charging
enormous rates based on de-
mand, Todd added.

Fred Brown, another
emergency management offi-
cial for the county, said many
jurisdictions are already try-
ing to declare a state of emer-
gency in order to trigger
funding and response mech-
anism.

commanders for law en-
forcement, fire and emer-
gency services and state and
federal partners. The event
will compare and contrast
existing gaps for services
within the impacted cities
and counties.

Those planning to attend
may register for the Eclipse
2017 event planning meeting
at https://goo.gl/OvfLTU.

“Our No. 1 concern in this
county is road blockage,”
Brown said. “We have two-
lane roads, and if drivers pull
off the side to watch this, it
could choke traffic and create
accidents. If people get stuck
here, we have nowhere to put
them.”

Todd said businesses that
provide temporary toilets and
other mobile resources are al-
ready booked solid.

“You can’'t rent from a
port-a-jon anywhere in the
area,” he said.

Crittenden County emer-
gency management hosted a
round-table discussion last
week with personnel from a
variety of local agencies, in-
cluding schools, law enforce-
ment, transportation, fire
departments and local gov-
ernment. They plan on meet-
ing again as the event grows
near. July 11 is the next
scheduled meeting, but
Travis said others could be
scheduled between now and
then depending on how those
things develop.

Right now, it’s too difficult
to predict what can be ex-
pected when the skies go
dark, but one thing is for
sure, local leaders are start-
ing to worry a bit and to plan
for the worst.

Tax Service

535 Youth Camp Road, Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-2045 or
(270) 704-0905

CALLFORYOURAPPOINTMENT |

Over fifteen years experience.
We look forward to serving you again this year.

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax return preparers go to IRS.gov

Collyer’s

Located at

Kim Collyer, Owner

Get Approved! No Interest Financing With Min Purchase & WAC

$59999

Reclining Sofa
& Loveseat Set

1699

Sofa

$69999

Ottoman

53499

Chair 1/2

While They Last!

Closeout Mattresses at

O™~ Super Low Prices
<"TEMPUR-PEDIC

65” 4K UHD Smart LED TV

saue
57_“0‘.

$999%

MSRP $1199

GREAT

5-year

\“ $29999 each
3.5 Cu. Ft. Top-Load

Washer & 6.5 CGu. Ft. Dryer
MSRP $998, SAVE $400

%6999  $699%

4.7 CU. FT. TOP LOAD WASHER
W/ DEEP FILL OPTION AND

POWERWASH® CYCLE
MSRP $999.99, SAVE $300

7.0 CU. FT. DRYER WITH
STEAM-ENHANCED CYCLES -
MSRP $999.99, SAVE $300

Furniture ¢ Bedding * Electronics ¢ Appliances

BUYS PLUS

1141 S Main St, Madisonville e 755 US 62, Princeton

STORE HOURS: M-F 8-

6 * Sat 8-5

Madisonville: Appliances/Electronics 270-821-0516
Furniture 270-643-0041 ¢ Princeton: 270-365-3288
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PHOTO BY CHRIS EVANS, THE PRESS

Conrad’s Harvest Foods held its official grand opening under new ownership Monday. The store will continue celebrating its
grand opening this week and next with a number of specials that can be found in advertising circulars in The Early Bird Shop-
per’s Guide and this week’s issue of The Crittenden Press. New owner Larry Escue (front, left) was joined by his father (front,
center) and son (front, right) to cut the ceremonial ribbon this week. Local officials, staff and food suppliers were on hand for
the event, as were members of the Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce.

CONRAD’S

Continued from Page 1

week.
Escue says he plans to
continue Conrad’s commit-

ment to the community in the
tradition that has made it a
pillar of Marion for almost 40
years.

“We want to make sure the
community is proud of the
store,” Escue said. “That is

why we have been so tedious
about fixing it up.”

Since taking over at the
grocery, Escue has brought in
a new supplier and made a
concerted effort to improve the
produce area. He also started

making fresh doughnuts on
site every day, has expanded
the gluten-free and organic
foods selections and is pledg-
ing to continue keeping prices,
especially on eggs, as low as
possible.

SCHOOL

Continued from Page 1

ple, especially over 20 years. I
respect that, too.”

Last week, the school dis-
trict on its website posted a 9-
minute YouTube video
explaining the need for school
construction, as well as a sur-
vey and downloadable an-
swers to frequently asked
questions and an outline of a
facilities plan. At 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, the information will
be shared live with the general
public during a forum in the
Rocket Arena conference
room.

As planned, Crittenden
County Schools would need
$6.7 million to build a new

high school and another $1.3
million to renovate CCHS for
middle-schoolers, demolish
the portion of CCMS built in
1949 and renovate the eighth-
grade wing for a new central
office.

CCMS suffers from myriad
issues, including undersized
classrooms; plumbing, heat-
ing, cooling and electrical sys-
tems in need of replacement;
floor supports slowly rusting
away; and more. Giving those
students the two-story high
school would provide plenty of
breathing room and modern
infrastructure in a building
that is 40 years old and allow
the top four grades to have a
new, state-of-art high school
with more accommodations
for 21st century learning,.

LIVESTOC

Receipts: 327

Last Week: 540

Last Year: NA

Compared to last week: Feeder steers and bulls traded
unevenly steady. Feeder heifers 2.00-6.00 higher.
Slaughter cows traded 2.00-4.00 higher and slaughter
bulls steady. Sale consisted of |6 stock cattle, 40
slaughter, and 271 feeders. Feeders consisted of 32%
feeder steers, 3% feeder heifers, 6% feeders bulls
and 18% of feeders were over 600 pounds.

Feeder Steers Medium and Large |-2

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
3 200-250 205 190.00-200.00 193.26
| 250-300 275 17500  175.00

2 300-350 337 160.00 160.00

5 350-400 366 160.00-169.00 1636l
10 400-450 422 158.00-160.00 588
7 450-500 484 14700-15300 148.73
8 500-550 5I12 149.00-15550 15218
10 550-800 574 129.00-136.00 134.74
5 600-650 617 122.00-128.00 125.36
Il 650-700 663 119.00-127.00 124.7

| 700-750 745 11400 114.00

3 850-900 835 106.00 106.00
Feeder Steers Medium and Large 2-3

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
| 250-300 260 16500 165.00

3 450-500 463 14000  140.00

6 500-550 530 124.00-135.00 1291
3 550-600 568 126.00-127.00 126.35
2 650-700 695 11500 115.00
Feeder Steers Small and Medium |

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
2 450-500 460 12800 128.00
Feeder Heifers Medium and Large |-2

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
| 200-250 235 16500 165.00

3 250-300 276 143.00  149.00

| 300-350 325 14200 14200

I 350-400 372 133.00-147.00 14187
9 400-450 4l 131.00-140.00 13554
14 450-500 467 127.00-138.00 1322l
[7 500-550 528 125.00-13300 129.22
10 550-600 570 117.00-122.00 118.51

7 600-650 628 114.00-117.00 115.41

3 650-700 673 109.00-111.00 110.35

| 700-750 745 9000  90.00

| 800-850 800 9400 9400

Feeder Heifers Medium and Large 2-3

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
2 250-300 278 132.00-135.00 13354
| 300-350 305 12300 123.00

3 350-400 363 130.00-136.00 13332
5 400-450 429 119.00-127.00 12551
4 450-500 478 120.00-125.00 12275
3 500-550 5I5 110.00-120.00 116.50
3 550-600 573 108.00-110.00 10869
| 650-700 695 9500 9500
Feeder Heifers Small and Medium |

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
2 350-400 335 1500 11500

| 550-600 555 90.00  90.00
Feeder Bulls Medium and Large -2

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
| 300-350 300 16250 16250

7 350-400 378 154.00-163.00 159.22
3 400-450 423 151.00-156.00 153.98
12 450-500 456 143.00-15100 149.47
6 500-550 521 134.00-142.00 13796
3 550-600 570 124.00-130.00 126.60
| 600-650 640 11600 116.00

3 650-700 668 105.00-15.00 10827
2 700-750 722 102.00-105.00 10355
Feeder Bulls Medium and Large 2-3

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price

| 300-350 325 150.00  150.00
| 350-400 355 15000  150.00
| 450-500 475 130.00  130.00
| 600-650 600 10500 105.00
| 650-700 650 108.00 108.00

Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-80%

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range AvgPrice
3 1200-1600 1368 52.00-5700 5452

Slaughter Cows Boner 80-85%

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
2 800-1200 1045 60.00-62.00 6109

“This is not about whether
you have a student in school,”
Parish urges. “It's about the
future of our community. I
want my kids to come back
here and raise their family.”

Parish, who is active in a
number of civic projects, adds
that she believes education is
ultimately the responsiblity of
the community.

Currently, the school dis-
trict has about $4.75 million
in bonding potential through
a nickel construction tax au-
tomatically built into the 46.3-
cent school levy. With a state
match, the second, recallable
nickel would generate about
$6 million more, which could
be used only for construction.
Only districts that implement
the recallable nickel can re-

| 800-1200 1030 6500 6500 HD
4 1200-1600 1316 55.00-58.00 56.75
Slaughter Cows Lean 85-30%
Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
9 800-1200 998 52.00-55.00 54.05
| 800-1200 1005 6200 6200 HD
| 1200-1600 1335 5800  58.00
Slaughter Bulls Y.6. -2
Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range AvgPrice
| 1000-1500 1415 7500  75.00
| 1500-3000 1770 7200  72.00
Bred Cows Medium and Large |-2 Young
Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price

| 800-1200 830 700.00  700.00
|-3 Mos Bred

2 800-1200 965 935.00-1025.00 978.60
7-9 Mos Bred

Bred Cows Medium and Large |-2 Aged
Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price

| 800-1200 1180 700.00  700.00
7-9 Mos Bred

| 1200-1600 1215 610.00  6I0.00
-3 Mos Bred

Bred Cows Medium and Large 2 Young
Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range AvgPrice
| 800-1200 810 700.00  700.00
7-9 Mos Bred
Bred Cows Medium and Large 2-3 Young
Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
| 800-1200 800 50.00 51000
-3 Mos Bred
Bred Cows Medium |-2 Young
Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range AvgPrice
4 800-1200 841 725.00-975.00 91256
7-9 Mos Bred
Stock Cows and Calves: Cows 2 to 8 years old with

ceive the matching state
monies, otherwise those pub-
lic funds raised through taxes
paid by all Kentuckians do not
come back to the county.

Without the new 5.8-cent
increase placed on property
tax bills, the school system
cannot afford a new school
until current bonds are paid
off in 2025. However, con-
struction costs increase about
5-7 percent annually.

If approved by the board,
voters can petition to recall
the tax in a special election.

The tax would cost prop-
erty owners $5.80 for each
$10,000 worth of real prop-
erty. Motor vehicles would not
be assessed, therefore renters
would foot no portion of the
bill to build a new school.

USDA Ledbetter weigh-out sale | March 7, 2017

K REPORT

baby calves at side 850.00-1050.00 per pair. Cow 2
years old with 350 b calf 1475.00.
Baby Calves: Beef 200.00 per head.

Legend: VA-Value Added. Low Dressing-LD. HD-High
dressing. BX-Brahman X.

Chip Stewart, market reporter: (502) 782-4139
24-hour Market News Report: (800) 327-6568

Source: Kentucky Department of Agriculture. U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Market News, Frankfort, Ky
ams.usda.gov/mnreports/SVLSI50.txt_LSI50.txt

This report reflects price of majority of cattle with a
USDA grade, weight and sex on sale date. This report
does not represent all animals at sale.

MAYOR

Continued from Page 1

munity, and I would like to
thank him publicly for all that
he did on behalf of the citizens
of Marion.”

On Feb. 20, Alexander an-
nounced his retirement from
public service, citing in-
creased work responsibilities
as an Edward Jones financial
advisor. The resignation came
as a shock to the council, who
was faced with filling the seat
within 30 days of the Feb. 28
effective date or have it filled
by the governor. It took them
only one day.

Byford becomes the sixth
consecutive mayor of Marion
to be appointed to the position
following a resignation. The
vacancy he leaves on the city
council must now be filled by
March 31 in order to avoid a
gubernatorial appointment.
Like mayor, any voting-eligible
resident of the city can be se-
lected by the council. Former
Councilman Darrin Tabor’s
name has been mentioned as
a possibility by multiple mem-
bers of the current body.

Tabor is less than three
months removed from the
council. He told The Critten-
den Press he did not file to
seek re-election in November
due to family matters that
needed his attention, but is
now ready to serve should he
be nominated.

No other names being con-
sidered could be verified by
the newspaper. An appoint-
ment is expected at the March
20 meeting.

A loan officer with Farmers
Bank & Trust Co. since late
2004, Byford in November
was elected to his fourth term
on Marion City Council, and
will now ascend to the head of
city government. In the fall
election, he received more
votes than any of the other 10
candidates, and in January,
was voted by the council as
mayor pro-tem.

He graduated from Critten-
den County High School in
1999 and has spent his entire
life as a resident of the city or
county. He currently lives on
North Walker Street with his
wife Amy, a registered nurse
at Baptist Health Paducah,
and their two sons, Noah, 8,

and Jordy, 3.

“Ilove our community, and
I'm proud to call it home,” he
said. “I feel a responsibility to
do everything that I can do to
make sure that Marion con-
tinues to be a wonderful place
to live for our children and
grandchildren.”

Byford remains opposed to
the idea of a full-time mayor,
doing away with the position
of city administrator, and also
remains committed to “rea-
sonable and consistent code
enforcement.” With city gov-
ernment struggling financially
and facing more than $10 mil-
lion in mandated upgrades to
the wastewater treatment sys-
tem, he wants a conservative
approach to the new budget
already being devised by City
Administrator Adam Ledford.

The mayor said he also
wants better planning for the
future and more open lines of
communication between all
the interests in city govern-
ment. Byford backs Ledford’s
initiative to create a five-year
capital plan so that the elected
leaders of the city “can be
more prepared and less reac-
tionary.” Ledford, who started
his position in December, at
last month’s meeting said he
was shocked to find Marion
had no blueprint for capital
expenditures such as equip-
ment and buildings.

“I want to improve commu-
nication between city govern-
ment and the people we were
elected to serve,” Byford con-
tinued. “I want the citizens of
Marion to know that I am here
to listen to their concerns and
to get their input as to how we
can work together to improve
our community.”

With just under two years
left on Alexander’s unexpired
four-year term, Byford is un-
certain if he will run for the
seat in November 2018.

“My focus is on doing all
that I can in the next two
years to work with the city
council, city administrator
and the people of Marion to
improve our great city and to
prepare it for the future,” he
explained. “If, at the end of the
next two years, I feel that I can
continue to benefit our com-
munity by running for mayor,
I'will do so.”

The city council will next
meet at 6 p.m. March 20.

» Registered
Tax Preparer

e Bank Products
Available

Professional & Efficient
Tax Preparation

NORMA'S TAX SERVICE

2253 U.S. Highway 641 ¢ Marion, Kentucky 42064

(270) 965-5393 or (270) 704-2777
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Ministry’s aim is

to grow parenting
skills for inmates
ahead of release

By MIMI BYRNS
PRESS CONTRIBUTOR

Ten inmates at Critten-
den County Detention Cen-
ter graduated from Malachi
Dads and Rubies for LIFE
programs recently. These
prison outreach programs
offered by HR Ministries of
Princeton are designed to
better prepare offenders for
reentry into society.

The Bible-based pro-
grams — Rubies for LIFE
(Live Inspired for Empower -
ment) for women and
Malachi Dads for men -
teach inmates how to grow
into godly parents by equip-
ping them to spiritually train
their children to build a
legacy of Christianity re-
gardless of their circum-
stances.

Receiving certificates for
completion of the 16-week
programs on Feb. 20 were
Gina Cox, April Mart, Barry
Beard, Charles Breedlove,
Rafael Garcia, Aaron
Markin, Mahlon Ray Miller,
Eric Morrison, Brenden
Muquit and David Scar-
brough.

"When I first got here, I
had a prison mentality and
bad habits," said Markin.
"Since I have been in Crit-
tenden County Detention
Center, I have been able to
attend programs such as
Malachi Dads, and this
helped me to humble myself,

to grow spiritually and to
make positive changes to be-
come a better person, better
parent to my child and a
productive member of the
society when I return home.
I am thankful to the staff for
giving me this opportunity."

Inmates share their testi-
monies regarding how this
experience helps them grow
spiritually in their Christian
lives and bond with their
families, as well as to set the
new path for their life after
they leave the correctional
facility. As a part of the grad-
uation ceremony, the partic-
ipants recited the Malachi
Dads and Rubies Moms
pledge.

"As a Malachi Dad, 1
solemnly pledge to glorify
God and build His kingdom
by prioritizing the raising of
godly children, first in my
family, and then in the influ-
encing of other men to do
the same in theirs. I firmly
believe that my transformed
life in Christ, my life of in-
tegrity, the pursuit of this vi-
sion and the pursuit of godly
character will allow me to
impact my children, family
and others toward this end. I
will practice a life of daily
discipline and dependence
on God through prayer and
the study of God's Word, for
the wisdom in how to nur-
ture my children in the ad-
monition of the Lord. I will

Pictured at left are male inmates
who completed the program
through HR Ministries and below
are the women who completed
the faith-based parenting course.
Above is a cake that was shared
on graduation day recently inside
the detention center.

pursue this endeavor for a
lifetime, whether my chil-
dren are in my home or not.
Finally, I believe that my end
goal is not only for my chil-
dren to walk with the Lord,
but that this God-given vi-
sion would impact multi-
generations to come. So help
me God."

Jailer Robbie Kirk thanks
HR Ministries for its engage-
ment in the past months in
order to enhance the reso-
cialization process.

"Programs like these are
vital for people to connect
not only on a spiritual level
but also on a family and
community level," he said.
"Because the inmates are
soon going to be living in the
neighborhoods all over the
state of Kentucky, and we all
want them to be a better fit
and to have a better mind
set on how they want to live
their lives. The real question
is when a person gets fin-
ished with incarceration
what you want them to do,
to go to church or break into

one. I pray for them to go
home and to live godly lives
and be productive citizens."

HR Ministries offers the
programs in 23 facilities in
Kentucky, Tennessee and

Alabama. In Crittenden
County, coaches include
many local volunteers.

Malachi Dads and Rubies
coaches involved here are
Bill Bruce, Chris Oliver,
Randy Poindexter, Bob
Trowbridge, Bobby Wallace,
Marilyn Iddings, Bonita
Poindexter, Gay Ann Priest,
Brenda Vinson and Kathy
Wallace. They help inmates
to develop godly habits in
Bible study, prayer and
memorizing scripture.

In the past three months,
participants attended weekly
meetings, wrote letters to
their children, memorized
scripture verses and focused
on the practical biblical ad-
vice for life. They are going to
continue to learn in the ad-
vanced class, "Kingdom
Man."

CHURCH ACTIVITIES AND OUTREACH

-Salem Methodist Church,
located at the intersection of
U.S. 60 and Lola Rd., will host
a community singing at 6
p.m., March 18. Refreshments
will be served

-Sturgis General Baptist
Church is having revival
March 20-24 at 7 p.m. nightly.
The evangelist is Rev. Chris
Brantley of Piggott, Ark., for-
merly of Marion.

The Press Online

www.the-press.com
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Area Deaths

Harris

Peggy Jean Harris, 69, of
Salem died Wednesday,
March 1, 2017 at Baptist
Health in Paducah.

She is survived by a
daughter, Tina Harris of
Burna; seven sons, Dale
Harris of Indiana, Perry
Blaine “PeeWee” Harris,
Joseph  “Dinky” Harris,
Samuel “Sam” Harris,

Michael Harris, all four of
Salem, Everet Harris of Mar-
ion and Quinton Harris of
Reidland; three sisters,
Diann Shannon of Colorado,
Joyce Baker of Beamount,
111, and Helen Baker of Mt.
Eagle, Tenn.; two brothers,
Robert Cox and Ronnie Cox
of Indiana; several grand-
children; and several great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by a daughter, Bonnie
Jean Harris; son, Terry
Wayne Harris; brothers, Wal-
ter Cox, Dale Cox and Oscar
Fuller; and parents, Cecil
and Dorothy Fuller Cox.

Services were Sunday,
March 5, 2017 in the chapel
of Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremation Services in
Salem with Rev. Kenneth
Odom officiating. Burial was
at Lola Cemetery.

Roberts

Grace Evelyn Roberts 83,
of Marion died Wednesday,
March 1, 2017 at the Liv-
ingston Hospital.

Surviving are her hus-
band, Marvin Roberts; a son,
Roger Roberts of Marion; a
brother, James Robert Hen-
ley of Marion; three grand-

children; and a
great-grandchild.
She was preceded in

death by her parents, Walter
and Juanita Henley; a son,
Dale Roberts; and a brother.
Services were Saturday,
March 4, 2017 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home. Burial was at
Sugar Grove Cemetery.

Brantley

Gregory Gerald Brantley,
59, of Marion died Tuesday,
Feb. 28, 2017 at his home.

He was a

longtime em-
ployee of Marion
Feed Mill.

Surviving are
his wife, Tammy
Glenn Brantley
of Marion; a
son, Zach
Brantley of Murray; his
mother, Virginia Brantley of
Marion; and sister, Teresa
(Russ) Davidson of Prince-
ton.

He was preceded in death
by his father, Gerald Ross
Brantley.

Services were Friday,
March 3 at Myers Funeral
Home in Marion with Bro.
Russ Davidson officiating.
Burial was at Mapleview
Cemetery.

Memorial contributions
may be made to American
Cancer Society, Memorial
Hope Lodge, 2008 Charlotte
Avenue, Nashville, TN
37203.

Lemon

Mrs. Donna Lemon, 65, of
Salem died Friday, March 3,
2017 at Baptist Health Pad-
ucah.

She was a charter mem-
ber of Faith Church.

Surviving are her hus-
band of 46 years, John
Lemon of Salem; two daugh-
ters, Kelly (Kevin) Pleasant of
Paducah and Carla (Noah)
Martinez of El Mirage, Ariz.;
three brothers, Keith Suits of
Grand Rivers, Doyce Suits of
Salem and Ken Suits of
Burna; two sisters, Vonna
Damron and Joyce Kitchens,
both of Salem; two grand-

daughters, Kaitlyn and
Kendall Pleasant of Padu-
cah; and three grandsons,
Luke, Levi and Logan Mar-
tinez of E1 Mirage, Ariz.

She was preceded in
death by a sister, Sue Suits;
and her parents, William E.
and Margaret Fryer Suits.

Services were Tuesday,
March 7 in the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors and
Cremation Services with
Rev. Israel Sanders, Rev.
Phillip Sanders, Rev. Kevin
Pleasant and Rev. Noah
Martinez officiating. Burial
was at Hopewell Cemetery.

Bigwood

Clinton Phillip Bigwood,
77, of Marion, formerly of
New Hampshire, died Friday,
March 3, 2017 at Crittenden
Hospital.

Surviving are his wife,
Sandra Bell Bigwood of Mar-
ion; a daughter, Cathy (Alex)
Blake of Athol, Md.; sister,
Doris Houseman; brother,
Edward Bigwood; four
grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death
by a son, Clinton Bigwood
Jr.; and his parents, Robert
and Bernice Bigwood.

A memorial service will be
scheduled at a later date.

Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremation Services in
Salem was in charge of
arrangements.

Drury

Kenneth Orval Drury, 64,
of Marion died Monday,
March 6, 2017 at Baptist
Health in Paducah.

He was a long-time em-
ployee of Beavers Car Wash
in Marion.

Survivors include his son,
Kenton (Kristi) Drury of Mar-
ion; grandchildren, Kasyn
and Kendyl Drury, both of
Marion; brothers, Larry and
Denny Drury, both of Marion
and sisters, Darlene Beard,
Sherry Ford and Helen
Rushing, all of Marion.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Douglas and
Arnella Drury.

Services are scheduled for
1 p.m., Friday, March 10 at
Gilbert Funeral Home in
Marion. Burial will be at
Mapleview Cemetery. The
family will receive visitors
from 10 a.m., until service
time Friday at the funeral
home.

The Crittenden Press
Obituary policy

Most obituaries in The Crit-
tenden Press are published at
no charge. However, extended
obituaries are available for a
small fee. There is no charge for
use of a photo. Please ask your
funeral director about fee-based
obituaries. Obituaries that ap-
pear in the paper are also ac-
cessible on our Web site.

For Online Condolences
myersfuneralhomeonline.com

boydfuneraldirectors.com
gilbertfunerals.com

VA benefits rep adjusts schedule

A Kentucky Department of Veteran’s
Affairs Field Benefits Representative for
Crittenden, Union, Webster and several
other western Kentucky counties has
revised his monthly schedule for meet-
ing with clients in 2017.

Following is field representative
Johnny Allen’s new schedule:

- Hanson: Each Monday and Thurs-
day at the Hanson Veterans Center at
926 Veterans Dr.

- Morganfield: First Tuesday of each

month at the senior citizens center at
225. N. Richards Lane.

- Henderson: Second Tuesday of
each month at Henderson Community
College at 2660 S. Green. St.

- Owensboro: Every Wednesday and
second Thursday of each month at the
veterans affairs clinic at 3400 New Har-
ford Road.

Veterans from Crittenden County
can call Allen for an appointment at
any of the aforementioned sites, but

To support its Trooper Island Camp for underprivileged chil-
dren, Kentucky State Police are once again raffling a vehicle,
but this year it is a new 2017 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Winter Edi-
tion 4x4. Its features include Rhino clear coat exterior paint
and black interior, four-door design with black three-piece
hard top, air, heated front seats, a 3.6L 285 hp engine, five-
speed automatic transmission, 17-inch black aluminum
wheels, remote start and keyless entry, tilt steering column,
leather-wrapped steering-wheel with audio controls, all-terrain
tires, all-weather slush mats, rear-window wiper/washer and
defroster and nine speaker Alpine all-weather premium sound
system. Tickets are $10 each. To purchase a ticket, contact
any KSP post or CVE region office located throughout the
state. Only 20,000 tickets will be sold. The winning ticket will
be drawn on Aug. 27 at the Kentucky State Fair.

State jobless rate at 16-year low

Kentucky’s annual unem-
ployment rate dropped to 5
percent in 2016 from 5.3
percent in 2015, while non-
farm employment gained
28,100 jobs, according to
the Kentucky Office of Em-
ployment and Training

ployment rate dropped to 4.9
percent in 2016 from 5.3
percent in 2015.

Annual unemployment
rates declined in 39 states in
2016 compared to 2015.
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@he Criftenden Press
(270) 965-3191

(OET). It was the lowest an-
nual jobless rate for the
state in 16 years, when the
rate was 4.2 percent.

“At 5 percent, Kentucky’s
unemployment rate has
reached a low not seen since
2000,” said Kentucky Labor
Market Information Director
Kate Shirley Akers, Ph.D.
“Total nonfarm employment
reached a historical high in
2016 at 1,914,200. Employ-
ment in the largest sector,
trade, transportation and
utilities, was also at historic
levels.”

The U.S. annual unem-

Pregnancy center
to serve Crittenden

HOPE Clinic, a pregnancy
care center in Benton, is
opening a satellite location
in Eddyville that will be serv-
ing Crittenden County, as
well as Lyon, Caldwell, and
Livingston counties.

HOPE (Healthy Options
for Preparing and Empower-
ing) Clinic is a free and con-
fidential place for young
people who may find them-
selves in an unplanned
pregnancy. They offer free
pregnancy testing, confir-
mation of pregnancy
through limited ultrasound,
sexually transmitted disease
testing, material assistance
and a post-abortion pro-
gram. They help and sup-
port clients emotionally,
spiritually and physically.
They do not provide abortion
services and help their pa-
tients understand alterna-
tives.

Individuals, churches
and businesses fund the or-
ganization and trained vol-
unteers provide 80 percent
of their services.

An informational meeting
Tuesday in Marion and more
information will be available
in next week's issue of The
Crittenden Press. The Ed-
dyville Clinic is scheduled to
open May 16.

Planning for your funeral,
the smart thing o do...

Many people are planning for their funeral
in advance in a sincere effort to ease the stress
loved ones will face at an emotional time.

It takes only a little time and can be handled in the
privacy of your home or at Gilbert Funeral Home.

Visit us online at gilbertfunerals.com
for information on obituaries, funeral arrangements, pre-need arrangements,
and background information about the funeral home.

Gilbert Funeral Home

117 W. Bellville Street « Marion, K'Y 42064 « (270) 965-3171 or (270) 704-0293
gilbertfuneralhome@yahoo.com

Contact Brad Gilbert, Your Licensed Pre-Need Agent

other arrangements can be made for
the disabled if they are physically un-
able to leave their home, Allen ex-
plained.

Also, appointments can be set up for
other times by veterans living in Crit-
tenden, Webster, Hancock, McLean and
Muhlenberg counties.

To make an appointment or for more
information, contact Allen at (270) 399-
1618 or email Johnny.Allen@ky.gov.
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Kindergarten
fair March 18

The Ready for
Kindergarten Fair will be held
at West Kentucky
Community and Technical
College from 9:30 a.m. to
noon March 18 in Haws
Gymnasium.

The fair and is free and
open to everyone with
children ages birth to
5 years old. Giveaways and
door prizes will be drawn
throughout the fair.

For more information
contact Greta Henry at (270)
534-3087.

Calendar

— The Crittenden County
Genealogy Society will
meet at 10 a.m., Saturday in
the meeting room at the
Crittenden County Public
Library. The program will be
“Discussing and Sharing of
our DNA findings.”

— Deer Creek Baptist
Church will host Ladling for a
Cure soup and dessert
auction Saturday. The Relay
for Life benefit begins with
the auction at 5:30 p.m., and
the meal to follow at 6:30
p.m. Donations will be
accepted.

— Crittenden County
Historical Society will meet
at 6 p.m. Monday at the
historical museum on East
Bellville Street. On the
agenda will be setting an
opening date for the
museum next month.

— Crittenden County
Elementary School SBDM
will meet at 4 p.m., Monday
in the school library.

— The Crayne Cemetery
cleaning day is set for 9
a.m., March 18. Rain day
will March 25.

— Friends of the Library
next meets at 6 p.m., March
16 at Crittenden County
Public  Library.  Anyone
wishing to support the library
and join the group is invited
to attend. Last month,
officers elected were
President Brian Hodge, Vice
President Brandie Ledford,
Treasurer Glen Leslie and
Secretary Carol Harrison.

— Trivia Night returns to
the Crittenden County Public
Library at 6 p.m., March 17.
The game is designed for
adults only. As Trivia Night is
on St. Patrick's Day,
questions will follow a
“green” theme.

— Deer Creek Baptist
Church will host Ladling for a
Cure soup and dessert
auction March 11. The Relay
for Life benefit begins with
the auction at 5:30 p.m., and
the meal to follow at 6:30
p.m. Donations will be
accepted.

The third annual Lace Up
for a Cure 5k will be held
April 1. Registration begins
at 8 a.m. and the race at 9
a.m. at Marion City-County
Park. Entry is $20 dollars.
Contact Chad Bell for more
information at (270) 969-
0385.

Extension events

- Evening Belles
Homemakers on March 9th,
1PM, will be meeting at the
Extension Office. They
welcome anyone who would
be interested in joining or
learning more about the

Extension Homemaker
organization.
- 4-H Rockology

(Geology Club) will next
meet Thursday (today) the
Mineral Museum. Open to
youth ages 9-18. Call the
Extension Office for more
information (270) 965-5236.

— The final class in
Crochet 101 will be held at
9:30 a.m., Saturday at the
Extension Office Annex.

— Morning Glories
Extension Homemakers will
meet at 10 a.m., Monday at
the Extension Office.

— 4-H Eyes In The Skies
(Astronomy Club) will meet
Monday at the Crittenden
County Public Library. For
more info call (270) 965-
5236.

— Crittenden County 4-H
Council will meet at 5 p.m.,

Thursday (today) at the
Extension Office. Anyone
interested in the 4-H

program is welcome.

— Private Applicator
Pesticide Training will be
held at the Extension Office
Annex at 6 p.m., Tuesday.
Call (270) 965-5236 to
register.

Submit your calendar item

To submit your Community Calendar item,
call (270) 965-3191, email
pressnews@the-press.com o stop by our
office at 125 E. Bellville St.

Gapitol presentation

A research study conducted by Stacie Hearell, 22 of Marion,
was selected to be presented at the 16th annual Posters at the
Capitol last Thursday in Frankfort. Rep. Lynn Bechler of
Marion stopped by to review the research project while at the
Capitol building. The study was entitled Emergency Education

to Students in a Rural

Healthcare Area and

included

incorporating basic emergency response skills into high
school curriculum. Hearell will graduate from Murray State
University in May. She is employed by Henry County Medical
Center in Paris, Tenn., as a nurse extern in the ER.

Knights close at state tourney

Crittenden County’s Blue
Knights Chess Team com-
peted in the Kentucky State
Individual Tournament last
weekend in Paducah which
drew over 146 of the best
players from across the
state. The event consisted of
five rounds over two days for
the K12 and K8 sections,
while the K5 and K3 played
five rounds all on Saturday.

The Blue Knights had 15
players compete, battling for
the coveted State Individual
Title in their respective sec-
tions.

The K12 section would
prove to the most heart-
wrenching, according to
coach Don Winters. Three
players, each having 4 out of
5 points, competed in a blitz
off to determine the top spot.
Skyler James came up just
short in the end and tied for
second, but would place
eighth after tie breaks with 3
out of 5 points. Clay Stevens
placed 11th with 2.5 out 5,
and Gage Moore placed four-
teenth with 1.5 out of 5.

The K8 section had 26 of
the top players from the
state, and the Blue Knights
all placed in the top 15. Cole
Swinford fought for a tough
4 out 5 points and tied for
second but walked away

Zumba beneifts health, community

By MIMI BYRNS
PRESS CONTRIBUTOR

Who says that staying ac-
tive has to be a boring or
lonely experience? Millions
of people across the world
are hooked on Zumba, a
dance fitness program that
involves aerobic movements
performed to  energetic
music, such as hip-hop,
samba, salsa and mambo.
Marion is no exception.

Laura Harris Wood and
Mary Jo Mills brought the
popular exercise to Marion,
bringing men and women to-
gether in the Crittenden
County Schools’ multipur-
pose room for classes every
Tuesday and Thursday.

"I was the first one to try
Zumba during a Relay for
Life event in Paducah," re-
members Wood, a certified
Zumba instructor and regis-
tered nurse at Livingston
Hospital and Healthcare
Services. "I loved it from the
first time. I came back home
and talked about eight of us
into going to Paducah to try
it."

The women enjoyed it de-
spite being a bit self-con-
scious at first.

"We all loved it, but also
laughed so much at how we
must have looked," she
added. "We all said that
there is no way we are ever
going to move like those
ladies."

Five of those ladies be-
came certified Zumba in-
structors.

"Marion didn't have any-
thing like this for exercise,
so Jo and I started the first
Zumba class in September
2010," said Wood. "We had
over 150 people to show up."

Mills moved to Crittenden
County from Illinois in 1999.
She is a certified dietary
manager and certified food
protection professional at
Crittenden Health Systems,
and a wife and a mother of

Woman’s Club
celebrates 94
years in 2017

GFWC Kentucky First
District Governor Paula
Robinson brought greetings
to the Woman’s Club of Mar-
ion’s 96th annual meeting
March 4. Robinson, a mem-
ber of the Benton club, is in
the second year of her term
themed “Serving Joyfully.”

Robinson said woman’s
clubs, like other organiza-
tions across the state, are
showing a decline in mem-
bership. She stressed the
importance of a personal in-
vitation to women in our
community to join the
Woman’s Club. Just be-
cause club members assume
everyone knows what the
Woman’s Club does for the

community, many people
may not.
Club member Ethel

Tucker shared she was serv-

Health professionals Jo Mills
and Laura Wood inspire
participants to be active,
support local causes.

two sons. Her passion for ex-
ercise brought her to Zumba
fitness. She believes
Zumba'’s popularity is based
partly on the fact that it
doesn't feel like a workout, it
is free of a competitive ele-
ment and participants move
at their own pace.

"There are many benefits
from this type of exercise,"
Mills explained. "It boosts
the mood, and no one has
ever left our classes not
smiling. Other than that,
Zumba boosts the metabo-
lism, increases endurance
and helps burn fat. Depend-
ing on effort, participants
can burn between 400 to
700 calories.

"What I enjoy the most
are the many friendships I
have made through Zumba
over the past six years in our
community and all over the
world. It makes me happy
knowing that I might have
made a difference in some-
one's life," Mills said.

She recommends stu-
dents to wear good shoes,
but other than that, no spe-
cial equipment is necessary.

Both she and Wood agree
that anyone can do Zumba —
men, women, elderly and

children - thanks to the
many different styles and
modifications.

"The impressions we get
from our students are that
they are having fun, and for
at least an hour, there are
no worries. Some of the pos-
itive stories they have shared
with us are that it helps with
depression, weight loss, co-
ordination and confidence,"
points out Mills.

Wood adds that she loves
to see the smiles and enthu-
siasm of all the students.

"I feel that the fellowship
is one of the main reasons
our students come back,"
she said. "They find it to be
a stress reliever and mood
lifter. Who wouldn't, since
the music is awesome?”

Both instructors incorpo-
rate the social component to
their classes by being ac-
tively involved in fundraisers
for local causes. They have
conducted fundraisers for
various causes, including
fighting breast cancer and
promoting heart health.

"Jo and I want to give
back to the community, so
we choose to participate in
fundraisers for lots of differ-
ent causes," Wood said. "We
do Community Christmas
every year. We take one
class and donate all the
money from that class for
American Heart Association
and Breast Cancer Aware-
ness. We also give a $300
scholarship to a graduating
senior that wants to go into
the arts in college."

Classes are each Tuesday
and Thursday at the middle
school multi-purpose room
or gym. They begin at 5:30
p-m. each day, and cost $2
each.

"Actually, if there is some-
one that has never been to a
class and wants to try it,
come on out, and I will let
you try for free," Wood
added.

The Woman’s Club of Marion held its 97th Annual Meeting and
Membership Luncheon March 4. Pictured are (from left)
Rebecca Zahrte, treasurer; Susan Alexander GFWC Kentucky
Immediate Past President; GFWC Kentucky First District
Governor Paula Robinson; Nancy Hunt, president; Carolyn
Belt, Club Woman of the Year and Secretary; and Kathy

Bechler, Vice-President.

ing as president of the club
70 years ago. Tucker, who
will be celebrating her 100th
birthday this fall, said the
club has been important to
her and she wants it to con-
tinue in the future.
Woman’s Club of Marion
accepts new members in
March and September. Ap-
plications have been distrib-

uted and are available from
Sandra Belt, club member-
ship chair, and Nancy Hunt,
club president. New member

installation will be held
March 30.
Guests attending the

luncheon were Brandie Led-
ford, Angel Henry and Nancy

Lapp.

with the fourth place trophy
after tie breaks. Chase
Stevens, Trey Swaggirt, Evan
McDowell, and Gage Russell
all had an impressive 3 out
of 5 points, but would place
5th, 9th, 11th, and 13th re-
spectively.  Swaggirt was
also awarded the biggest
upset in the K8 section for
defeating an
opponent
that was 364
points above
his rating.

The K5
section
brought out
35 players
and  would
prove to be
very tough for
the three Blue Knight play-
ers. Marley Phelps scored 2
out of the 5 points and
placed 20th, Hayden Hilde-
brand placed 26th with 1.5
points, and Abbey Swinford
placed 28th with just 1 point
on the day. The K5 section
is very tough and I am ex-
tremely proud of each of
them for holding their own
and not giving up during the
day.

The K3 section was the
biggest section drawing 44
players from across the
state. Zak Smith won an im-

Winters

pressive 4 out of 5 games
tying for second and placing
seventh on tie breaks. Wyatt
Russell won 3 out of 5 games
and tied for third, but just
barely missed the top 10
placing 12th on tie breaks.
Jake Rich placed 26th with
2 out 5 points.

Zeke Smith competed in
the K1 section and placed
21st overall with 1.5 out 5
points.

Coach Winters said the
Blue Knights proved that
they are not a team to be
taken lightly.

“While this wasn’t a team
event, they all individually
held their own against the
toughest competitors from
the across the state of Ken-
tucky, and I am extremely
proud of how they played,”
Winters said. “We will now
regroup and set our sights
on the State Team Tourna-
ment which is in two weeks.”

Crittenden Health Systems employees are wearing blue this
month to bring awareness to colon cancer awareness month.

Colon screenings
encouraged after 50

March is Colon Cancer
Awareness Month and em-
ployees at Crittenden Health
Systems are going blue to
raise awareness.

Colon cancer is the third
most common cancer in the
United States and the sec-
ond leading cause of cancer
death. In Kentucky, both
men and women are more
likely to get colon cancer
than any other state, and
are more likely to die from it
than in any state but
Arkansas.

Senior Menu

Crittenden County Senior Citi-
zens Center is open weekdays 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch is served at
11:30 a.m. each day and is $3 for
those 60 and older or $5 for those
under 60. Milk, coffee or tea is
available each day. Reservations
are requested by 9 a.m. Upcom-
ing activities and menu include:

— Thursday (today): Menu is
beef lasagna, buttered broccoli,
whole wheat garlic breadstick,
Jell-O fruit salad. A nutrition les-
son taught by Sue Parrent begins
at 10:30 a.m.

— Friday: Menu is chicken pot
pie, baked potato with sour cream
and margarine, green beans,
mandarin oranges and wheat
bread. Lifeline Home Health will
offer Bingo at 10:30 a.m.

— Monday: Menu is spaghetti
with meatballs, Brussels sprouts,
whole wheat garlic bread and fruit
cocktail. Ladies’ exercise with Full
Body Fitness Studio begins at
9:45 a.m.

— Tuesday: Menu is ham and
bean soup, hot spiced beets, but-
tered spinach, cornbread and
pear crisp.

— March 15: Menu is oven
fried chicken, buttered new pota-

Age change for
kindergarters

Beginning with the next
school year, children entering
kindergarten must be 5 years
old on or before Aug. 1. Until
now, the cutoff was Oct. 1.

Through screening, it is
one of the most preventable
diseases. Colon cancer often
has no symptoms until it is
at an advanced stage, the
American Cancer Society
suggests that at age 50, or
earlier if there is a potential
for high risk, adults should
talk to a doctor about getting
a screening test for colon
cancer.

There are currently more
than 1 million colon cancer
survivors in the United
States.

toes, buttered broccoli, whole
wheat roll and pears. Bingo be-
gins at 10:30 a.m.

Every day, the center at 210 N.
Walker St. in Marion offers bil-
liards, card games, Wii games
and the use of exercise equip-
ment. Call (270) 965-5229 for
more information.

The center is a service of Pen-
nyrile Allied Community Services.
Aging Coordinator Jenny Sosh is
director of the center.
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Stoops not yet thinking about 2017 QB

Kentucky football coach
Mark Stoops isn’'t ready to
even think about a quarter-
back controversy

serve to start.
That would be fine with
Hawkins, but winning suits
him even more. His

one week into his
team’s spring prac-

girlfriend, Emma
Smith, knows what

tice. playing at Ken-
Stephen John- tucky has meant to

son took over last him.

season after Drew “The hardest

Barker got hurt thing for him while

and led UK to wins
in seven of its final
11 games. He obvi-
ously went into

spring practice No.

playing for Ken-
tucky is not disap-
pointing family,
friends and the
fans. I think all the

1, especially with Larry players would
Barker coming off Vaught admit this. All eyes
offseason back sur- UK Sports Columnist are on you when
gery. you're on that court
“Drew is coming  Vaughts and you always
along but he is not  Vjews want to put your
yet 100 percent,” best foot forward

Stoops said.
“Stephen will be taking most
of the snaps with the ones
(first unit in spring practice).
But Drew is stronger than I
anticipated.The way he looks
running and moving around,
he looks in really good
shape. We just don’t want
any setbacks for him but
pushing him too hard. We
have plenty of practices be-
tween now and the first
game.”

Stoops also expects John-
son, a junior college transfer,
to be an improved player in
his second full season at
Kentucky.

“Just the experience alone
will make him better,” Stoops
said. “There are so many
areas we must improve on
and certainly Stephen will.
There is probably no one on
our team more conscientious
than he is. He wants to be
perfect and knows one area
he must improve on is
turnover margin.”

The coach is also not wor-
ried about a “sophomore
slump” for running back
Benny Snell, one of UK’s
most pleasant surprises last
year when he became one of
the best running backs in
the Southeastern Confer-
ence.

“He is a guy that is very
mature and he is going to
have to be,” Stoops said. “He
has heard plenty about what
a good year he had and is
getting all the accolades he
deserves. We just can'’t let
that sophomore slump hap-
pen. The good news is that
he’s been Benny. He’s been
out there working and is very
reliable.”

With the graduation of
Jojo Kemp and decision by
Boom Williams to put his
name into the NFL draft,
Stoops must find other run-
ning backs. The most talked
about player is redshirt A.J.
Rose.

“He is a guy we have high
hopes for. I know he looks
the part. He is a big, physical
guy out there running
around. We need him to
show what he can do but we
are very confident he’ll be a
big part of our team,” Stoops
said.

Dominique Hawkins

Dominique Hawkins has
been playing some of his best
basketball at Kentucky in re-
cent games going into the
start of postseason play Fri-
day in Nashville.

Kentucky coach John
Calipari even suggested after
last week's win at Texas
A&M that Hawkins might de-

and make everyone
proud,” Smith said. “How-
ever, Dominique has gone
above and beyond when it
comes to making all of his
loved ones proud.”

That has produced a lot of
special memories for her and
she prides herself on being
his No. 1 fan.

“Every game is a great
memory. The Louisville game
(his junior year) stands out
above them all. He had an
amazing game, and I am so
thankful I was there with my
Dad to cheer him on. I'm es-
pecially grateful that I went
to every game,” she said.

“I didn't realize how much
I'm going to miss this envi-
ronment until just recently.
Being in Rupp Arena feels
like we're one big family. I
have made so many lasting
relationships and have met
so many amazing people
along the way. And I know
Dominique feels the same
way.
“So I think my favorite
memory is all of it — every
Big Blue Madness, every
scrimmage, every home
game, every away game,
screaming until my throat
was sore with his family and
my own, waiting on Do-
minique in the back because
he is always the last one out
of the locker room, and the
walks back to my car going
over the game and how he
played. Experiencing this
whole journey with Do-
minique has been the time of
my life.”

Football recruits

Alex Reigelsperger is
ranked by ESPN as the na-
tion’s 14th best defensive
end in the 2018 recruiting
class and one of the top 300
players at any position.

The Ohio junior recently
gave his verbal commitment
to Kentucky, and was a huge
commitment for coach Mark
Stoops. However, his best
football likely still lies ahead.

“I didn’t really focus on
football to be completely hon-
est until after my freshman
season,” the 6-5, 235-pound
Reigelsperger said. “I played
basketball until the end of
my eighth grade year and
then had a real bad injury. I
broke my ankle and was out
about nine months. I missed
three games my freshman
year. I got moved to varsity at
the end of the season and
the kid ahead of me actually
inspired me to focus on foot-
ball.”

His middle school basket-
ball team was current foot-
ball teammate L'Christian

“Blue” Smith, a four-star re-
ceiver in the 2018 recruiting
class who is being heavily
pursued by Kentucky. He’s a
consensus top 100 player
nationally.

“I was no Blue in basket-
ball but I was okay,”
Reigelsperger said. “I actually
have not grown much taller
since eighth grade. Me and
Blue have both only grown
about an inch. In eighth
grade, we were 6-4, 6-5. I am
not saying we were sweet but
we were a force to be reck-
oned with throwing lobs off
the backboard and stuff like
that.”

He's already contemplat-
ing playing basketball his
senior year if all goes well
during football season.

Smith recently visited UK
with Reigelsperger and many
feel he’s also a Kentucky lean
and future commit.

“I am not speaking much
on that. Just know it is in
the works,” Reigelsperger
said.

He says being verbally
committed to UK leaves him
nothing to focus on but
school, hitting the weights
and winning a state champi-
onship next season.

So is his recruitment defi-
nitely over?

“I am not fully shutting it
down. But I am done,” he
said. “If someone like UCLA
came in and wanted me to
take an official visit, I am
taking my family to Cal (Cali-
fornia). Three days (of a visit)
paid, I would take it,” he
said. “But I know where I am
at and where I will be in col-
lege already.”

Basketball signees

Paul Biancardi, ESPN'’s
national recruiting director,
believes UK signee Nick
Richards is not yet a pol-
ished offensive player but
should still be a significant
contributor for Kentucky
next season.

“He is a long, athletic and
strong center that is a big
time finisher and rebounder
on both ends of the floor. He
runs the floor extremely
well,” Biancardi said. “He is a
good athlete. He really con-
centrates on playing post de-
fense. He rebounds the ball
off the glass really well. He
will block shots.

“He is not great at any-
thing. He’s probably better
on defense than offense. He’s
just learning to score inside
and make moves. He can
score in contact. He’s just
developing on offense, but
defensively he’s pretty stable.
He plays with aggressiveness
that Cal likes. He has good
hands and I really like the
way he defends and re-
bounds.”

Another UK signee, Jared
Vanderbilt, is an athletic
wing that Biancardi sees
being able to do a lot of
things — one reason he was
recently named to the Nike
Hoop Summit team.

“He will make plays with
his athleticism. He has great
size. He handles (the ball),
rebounds and passes. That is
where he shines,” Biancardi
said about the 6-8 Texas
standout. “He scores it on
the drive. He gets to the foul
line. He will not hurt you
from the outside right now.

“He is a tremendous re-
bounder on both ends of the

court. He likes to push it
after getting a defensive re-
bound because he can han-
dle and pass it. He’s a great
playmaker in transition. He's
a willing passer and has
good court vision. He just
brings a lot to the table ath-
letically.”

Kentucky currently has
the nation's No. 1 recruiting
class with P.J. Washington,
Quade Green and Hamidou
Diallo to go with Richards
and Vanderbilt. But Calipari
is still pursuing 6-11 Mo-
hamed Bamba of New Jersey
and 6-8 Kevin Knox of
Florida, both consensus top
10 players.

“Bamba and Knox just
bring different attributes,”
Biancardi said. “There is no-
body in the class at 6-8 who
can handle and score like
Knox. He's a combination of
P.J. and Jarred and would
add great versatility and a
big-time shooter.

“Bamba is a game
changer on the defensive
end. He struggles to score,
but he can shrink the floor.
He has a 7-8 wingspan and
is a great shot blocker. He
needs a lot of individual skill
development but he's going
to be special.

“I think they are both
probably looking to see who
leaves (for the NBA at
schools recruiting them) and
who I am coming in with but
Kentucky still seems like a
realistic possibility for them
both.

Quote of the week

“What kid would say he is
not interested in Kentucky?
Find me one and let me

2017 SEC Men's Basketball Tournament

Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, Tenn.”

First Round Second Round Quarterfinals Semifinals
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
o Tennessee
Noon, SEC Network
8 Georgia Noon, SEC Network
12 Mississippi State
6 pm, SEC Network Noon, ESPN
13LSU 2:30 pm, SEC Network
5 Alabama 2:30 pm, SEC Network
4 South Carolina
10 Texas A&M
6 pm SEC Network
7 Vanderbilt 6 pm SEC Network
11 Auburn 2 Florida
8:30 pm, SEC Network 2:30 pm, ESPN
14 Missouri 8:30 pm SEC Network
6 Ole Miss 8:30 pm SEC Network
‘All times Central 3 Arkansas

NCAA Selection Show

Find out where UK, UofL or your team will place in the 68-team tournament

4:30 p.m. Sunday on CBS

Already in: Florida Gulf Coast - Winthrop - (20) Wichita State - Jacksonville State - UNC Wilmington + East Tennessee State - lona

Championship
Sunday

Noon, ESPN

2017 SEC Champion

know,” ESPN national re-
cruiting director Paul Bian-
cardi on UK’s recruiting
success.

Quote of the week 2

“My first game stands out
because it went well and I
was blessed to come along at
the same time Hal Mumme
arrived to give the ball to Tim
Couch to throw to Craig
Yeast. The first game they
had three touchdowns in the
first quarter and were up 21-
0 on Louisville,” UK Radio
Network’s Tom Leach on of
his special broadcasting
memories.

PHOTO (BELOW) BY VICKY GRAFF

Above, Ohio defensive end
Alex Reigelsperger (center)
plans to do what he can to
convince other players to
commit to UK now like he
has. At left, Mark Stoops
likes what he has seen
from quarterback Drew
Baker as he comes back
from offseason back sur-

gery.

Quote of the Week 3

“Kentucky is the best in
the country at dribble pene-
tration with De'Aaron Fox,
Malik Monk and Isaiah
Briscoe. There is nobody bet-
ter,” Sporting News colum-
nist Mike DeCourcy on what
impresses him the most
about UK.

(Larry Vaught, a_former
sports writer at The Advocate-
Messenger in Danville, Ky.,
now covers UK sports on
VaughtsViews.com blog and
his weekly column appears in
many newspapers across
Kentucky.)
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BASKETBALL

Second Region Scores
At Hopkins Central

GIRLS TOURNAMENT
OPENING ROUND RESULTS
Webster County 50, Lyon County 40
Christian Co. 57, Hopkins Central 32
Hopkinsville 56, Madisonville 53, OT
Henderson Co. 64, Crittenden Co. 38
SEMIFINALS
Webster County 49, Christian Co. 48
Henderson Co. 66, Hopkinsville 53
CHAMPIONSHIP
Henderson Co. 54, Webster Co. 49

BOYS TOURNAMENT
At Hopkinsville

OPENING ROUND RESULTS
Webster County 73, Lyon County 68
Christian County 74, Madisonville 63
Hopkinsville 97, Livingston Central 49
Henderson Co. 84, Dawson Springs 47
SEMIFINALS
Christian Co. 73, Webster Co. 39
Hopkinsville 73, Henderson Co. 67
TUESDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP
Christian County vs. Hopkinsville

Moss all-region again

Crittenden County senior basket-
ball player Cassidy Moss was se-
lected to the All Second Region
Tournament Team by coaches
participating in the regional tour-
nament last week at Hopkins Cen-
tral. Moss scored 11 points in
Crittenden County’s opening
round loss to eventual regional
champion Henderson County.
Moss was also selected to the All
Second Region Team by the
coaches’ association for her play
during the regular season.

Henderson draws Knott

Second Region champion Hen-
derson County (27-5) will play
14th Region champion Knott
County (28-6) Thursday in the
opening round of the Girls Sweet
16 State Championship at BB&T
Arena in Newport. Murray (25-6)
won the First Region champi-
onship and will play Nelson
County (30-3) in the state tourna-
ment.

R
TRACK

Fundraising ribeye sale
Crittenden County’s track and
field team will be selling ribeye
sandwiches Saturday at the Con-
rad’s parking lot from 10 a.m.,
until 2 p.m. Cost is $5. Track team
member are taking pre-orders.

I
BASEBALL

Late registration penalty

Anyone interested in playing
youth baseball, softball may still
register although the first deadline
has past. Players registering after
March 4 must pay a $25 penalty
in addition to the normal registra-
tion fee. Forms may be mailed to
Dugout Club, PO Box 5, Marion,
KY 42064. No registration forms
will be accepted after March 20.
There has been a slight fee in-
crease this year for most age divi-
sions. One child is now $40 for
baseball or softball. Kickball fee is
the same at $25 and it is for boys
and girls ages 4-5. There are
leagues available for boys and
girls age 4 to 15. Babe Ruth regis-
tration fee for ages 13-15 is $50.
Games in that league will not start
until later in the summer. Teams
6-under play only in Marion.
Those in older divisions will play
at Marion, Dawson Springs,
Princeton, Eddyville and maybe
Cadiz. For more information or a
registration form, go online to
The-Press.com or use the follow-
ing URL: www.the-
press.com/2017DCRegForm.pdf.
The Crittenden County Dugout
Club, which organizes summer di-
amond sports leagues, is also on
Facebook.

—
SOCCER

Anyone born between 2009 and
2014 can still register for youth
soccer. Bring completed form to
practice on Monday at 5:30 p.m.
at City-County Park. The form is
available online at The-
Press.com.

[
FITNESS

Crittenden County Extension
Service will host its Run Through
the Clovers 4-H 5K and Fun Run
at 9 a.m., on March 18 at City-
County Park. Registration forms
are due Friday to guarantee a T-
shirt. See Facebook’s Crittenden
County Extension Service page
for a registration form or stop by
the office.

Advice for young baseball players: Slow the Game Down

Defense makes Gilbert everyday catcher

STAFF REPORT

Slow the game down.

That’s the advice collegiate base-
ball player Travis Gilbert has for
young ball players.

Gilbert, 21, is a junior pitcher-
converted-to-catcher at Capital Uni-
versity in  Columbus, Ohio.
Recruited as a hurler after winning
a school-record 22 games at Crit-
tenden County High School, Gilbert
realized after one season that a log-
jam on the mound would likely pre-
vent him from progressing on track
as a pitcher. So, he flipped his role.

With the coaching staff’s bless-
ing, Gilbert worked behind the plate
as a sophomore on the junior var-
sity squad and earned enough
stripes to nail down a platoon role
at catcher this year with the varsity
team.

Defense is his speciality and
Gilbert is working hard on improv-
ing skills that will help him control
the running game.

“l have some personal goals for
my caught stealing percentage and
batting average,” Gilbert said, a few
days after opening the season with

a three-hit day that included four
RBIs and two runs scored.

“I'm just working on trying to be-
come a complete player,” he said.
“Trying to improve my offense. I am
real comfortable defensively. That’s
the strongest part of my game, but
I had a hot start offensively and just
want to keep pace and provide some
consistency.”

Gilbert grew up playing travel
baseball with a team based in Mar-
ion and coached by his father Brad,
Denis Hodge and high school base-
ball coach Donnie Phillips. Hodge
and his father both played college
baseball. Gilbert knows he is the
product of good, early training. He
says travel teams sometimes get a
bad rap because they play too many
games and fail to focus on funda-
mentals.

Not true in his experience.

“The best experience you can get
is playing all those games. In base-
ball you don’t know what will hap-
pen until it happens and you can’t
simulate those types of things in
practice,” he said.

It’s that keen baseball IQ that
has helped him transition from
pitcher to catcher without any real
difficulty. Behind the plate, the re-
ceiver must act as the team’s leader
in setting the defense, choreograph-
ing cutoffs and calling pitches,
among other things. That mental
aspect of the game is the most chal-
lenging part of his metamorphosis
from the front of the battery to the
backside.

“Just being able to control the
game is the biggest thing,” he said.
“The college game is more complex
than it ever was in high school. We
have about 20 different pitchers
and we have to know what each of
them throws and what to call, what
they are comfortable with in certain
situations.”

Gilbert has always been above
the fold in baseball. He earned a
spot on the all-region team as an
eighth grader and earned many
other honors and accolades
throughout his early career. Those
experiences have helped him be a
quick study at the collegiate level.

His back-
ground and
maturity on
the field helps
his mental ap-
proach, which
often focuses
on idling
things back.

“Slowing
the game
down is im-
portant,” he
said. “Some-
times as a
player or even a coach it seems like
things speed up in certain situa-
tions. You need to be able to slow it
down. We talk a lot about working
fast, but not too quick.”

If he could give young players
one tip it would be to spend more
time hitting off a batting T.

“We do it every day. It seems easy
and mundane, but it lets you focus
on situations such as placing a ball
on the outer part of the plate and
hitting it the other way. It really
helps me a lot.”

Gilbert

The 2017 Rockets baseball team includes (front from left) Brock Langston, Hunter Holeman, Ethan Dossett, Taylor Yancy, Maeson Myers, Bobby Stephens,
Paxton Riley, Shelby Robinson, Ethan Hunt, Jake Ellington, Pate Robinson, Kyle Castiller, (back) coach Brian Hunt, coach Jamie Brown, Erik O’Leary, Jake
Gibson, Hunter Jones, Cody Belt, Noah Sallin, Logan Belt, Briley Brown, Payton Riley, Jayden Carlson, Sean O’Leary, head coach Donnie Phillips and man-

ager Jacob Hackney.

Options mixed with grit bolster Rockets for spring

STAFF REPORT

A measure of grit, sound deter-
mination and multiple moving parts
have second-year Rocket baseball
skipper Donnie Phillips encouraged
by what he’s seen in pre-season
camp.

Crittenden County, one of the
most successful Fifth District base-
ball teams over the past 30 years
with 19 regional tournament ap-
pearances, opens spring play at
home Thursday against Mayfield.

The Rockets were 9-24 last year,
but made a solid post-season run
that ended with a district runnerup
slot in the regional tournament
where they lost 5-3 to eventual Sec-
ond Region champion Caldwell
County.

Four everyday starters return
from last year’s club that lost 15
games by three or fewer runs.
Those narrow losses have stuck in
the coach’s craw during the offsea-
son and he’s pledging to change the
culture.

“We got beat so many times last
year by a run or two because we
just didn’t finish,” Phillips said.
“The guys who are back didn’t like
that and they have a great attitude.
Of all the years I've coached and
been around sports this group has
the best attitude and are more
coachable than any other.”

Phillips likes the options he has
and predicts that competition at al-
most every position will provide
stronger game-day focus from start
to finish.

“We may not be the fastest and I
don’t think we will hit it harder than
everyone else, but it is a very deter-
mined group. That’s what I like
about them.”

Assistant coach Jamie Brown is
handling pitchers and catchers and
Phillips likes what he sees. Al-
though the Rockets may not have
any big-time pitching prospects,
they have a plethora of guys who
can throw. First among them will be
lefty craftsman Maeson Myers who
commands a number of off-speed
pitches. The next three or four
hurlers are pretty close as far as
where they fit into the rotation.
Sophomores Pate Robinson and
Ethan Dossett, junior Kyle Castiller
and senior Taylor Yancy will get

many of the starts. In the bullpen
are seniors Ethan Hunt and Shelby
Robinson, sophomore Payton Riley
and freshman Hunter Jones, who
the staff is figuring will be the
closer.

Dossett and Castiller will handle
most of the catching chores with
Jones adding some depth behind
the plate. Dossett will be a key of-
fensive player. He’s a line-drive hit-
ter and hits well with runners in
scoring position. The sophomore is
currently penciled in to the three
hole in the lineup.

The infield will be anchored by
three seniors. Myers will start at
first base, Bobby Stephens at short-
stop and Shelby Robinson at third.
A competition for the first-team sec-
ond baseman is underway between
Pate Robinson and Castiller.

Coach Phillips expects a handful
of other players to figure into the in-
field as he works the starting lineup
to account for whose pitching in
any particular game. Payton Riley
will play some middle infield, senior
Paxton Riley is a first baseman and
the coach has high hopes for junior
Logan Belt and freshman Jayden

Measure CCHS 2017 Baseball Roster
Player Grade No. Pos. Bats Throws
of Success Cody Belt 11 37  Utility R R
o rs Logan Belt 11 4 Infeld L R
y Briley Brown 10 20 PAB R R
Jayden Carlson 9 23 Utility R R
Kyle Castiller 11 0 C/P R R
FIFTH DISTRICT FINISHES Ethan Dossett 10 10 C/P R R
1988 District Runner-up Jake Ellington 10 12  Outfield R R
ey pae 232:2:32 Jake Gibson 10 8  Outfield R R
- . Jacob Hackney 12 mgr - - -
1382 g::::z: gzi:ﬁm Hunter Holeman 10 1 Outfield R R
1997  District Runner-up Ethan Hunt 12 24 OF/P R R
1998  District Runner-up Hunter Jones 9 18 P/3B L R
2000  District Runner-up Brock Langston 10 30 Infield R R
2003  District Runner-up Maeson Myers 12 3 PAB L L
2004 District runner-up Erik O'Leary 9 7  Outfield L R
ggg; g::::g gngmp:g: SeanO'leary 10 19 Infeld R R
2009 Dictric Chamgion Paxton Riley 12 15 1B/OF R R
2010  District Champion Payton Riley 10 11 P/Inf. L R
2011 District runner-up Pate Robinson 10 26 P/Inf. R R
2012 District Champion Shelby Robinson12 21 P/Inf. R R
2013  District runner-up Noah Sallin 11 6 Outfield R R
2014 District runner-up Bobby Stephens 12~ 2 Infield R R
2016  District runner-up Taylor Yancy 12 12 P/OF R R

Carlson to make quick strides to-
ward everyday work somewhere.
Both are just now getting into the
baseball routine because they
played basketball. Belt didn’t play
baseball last year, but has been a
solid player in the younger ranks.
Another newcomer this year is Cody
Belt, a junior, who the coach says
can play anywhere on the field.
Carlson is also a versatile young
player who has a strong arm and
could eventually see some varsity
time on the mound.

Hunt anchors the outfield. He’s
played the other two outfield slots
in the past but gets his first start in
center. Hunt has perhaps the
strongest bat in the lineup and will
likely be the centerpiece of the club.

Junior Noah Sallin will be the
likely starter in right field and
Yancy in left. However, Paxton Riley
and sophomores Jake Ellington and
Jake Gibson are options in the out-
field.

Assistant coach Brain Hunt will
be working on building the outfield
skills this season.

If there’s a clear favorite in the
Fifth District it would be Livingston

Rocket Baseball Schedule

March9  Mayfield

March 10  St. Mary

March 13 at Webster County
March 14 at Graves County
March 16 at Caldwell County
March 17  at Mayfield

March 20 at Lyon County
March 28 at Trigg County
March 30 at St. Mary

March 31 McLean County
April 2-8  Florida

April 10 at Lyon County All A Tourn.
April 11 Graves County
April 14 at McLean County
April 15 at Todd County
April 17 Trigg County
April20  at Calloway County
April 21 Carlisle County
April 24 Webster County
April 27 Livingston County
April 28 Hopkins Central
May 1 at Union County
May 2 at Livingston County
May 5 at Madisonville
May 8 Union County

May 9 at Dawson Springs
May 11 Calloway County
May 13 Lyon County

May 15 Madisonville

May 16 Dawson Springs
May 18  Caldwell County
May 19  at Hopkins Central

May 22-26 District Tournament
May 29-June 2 Regional Tournament
.|

Central with Lyon County close be-
hind. Trigg lost a couple of good
pitchers, but tradition knows the
Wildcats will be district contenders.

“We didn’t win a regular-season
district game last year and I don’t
know exactly where we will fit in,
but I know we’re a hungry bunch,”
the Rocket coach said.

Crittenden will play five games
during spring break in Florida.
Phillips said the extended road trip
gives the team a chance to grow and
to find itself against competition
that most of the players know noth-
ing about.

“We are always closer when we
come back from down there,” the
coach said.

Courtney joins Rocket coaching staff

STAFF REPORT

Courtney

Former Crittenden County
football player Gaige Courtney
is back in Rocket Nation after
accepting a position as an in-
structional assistant in the
computer lab at Crittenden
County Elementary School.

Rocket football coach Al
Starnes said Courtney will be-
come an assistant coach for
football and basketball.

Courtney played collegiate
football four years at Kentucky
State University. He was a
standout linebacker and full
back on Crittenden County’s
state semifinalist team in
He graduated from
CCHS in 2009 and has a bach-
elor’s degree from KSU. He is
also working toward a master’s
degree in elementary physical

2008.

education.

Crittenden County.

Starnes said Courtney will
be a wonderful addition to the
football staff, which includes
only Rocket football alumni.

At KSU, Courtney played
linebacker. In high school, he
set the career tackles record at

For the past few seasons
Courtney had been an assis-
tant coach at Webster County.

“He’s the one we wanted on

our staff,” Starnes said.
“Things are coming together
nicely.”

It is no secret that Starnes
has been building a coaching
staff with deep roots in Rocket
football. Starnes is planning to
retire after the 2017 football
season and has already named
offensive coordinator Shawn
Thompson as the associate
head coach.
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Open weekdays
9am.to5p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

for sale

Electric dryer, $75. (270) 965-
3759 or (270) 704-1912. (2t-36-

p)

25th  Anniversary Sale on
Porta/Grace Number 1 metal
roofing, siding and trim. 40-year
warranty. Available in 16 colors.
We also sell cover sheets, price
low as $1 foot. Call Grays, 907
Hopkinsville Street, Princeton,
Ky. (270) 365-7495. (13t-45-p)

automotive

2004 Ford Escape XLT, 172,000
miles. $4,000. (270) 965-3759 or
(270) 704-1912. (2tp36)

2004 Pontiac Grand Am, 137,000
miles. Very nice. $2,900. (270)
965-3759 or (270) 704-1912.
(2tp36)

Ethical senior hunter seeks deer
lease for this season, smaller
tracks okay, prefer Livingston and
Crittenden Co. Please call (352)
205-6787. (4t-37-p)

services

Dozer and backhoe work, ponds,
clearing, Bluegrass Vinyl and
Dozing, Marion, Ky., (270) 965-
5803. (tfc)

employment

Immediate opening for Industrial
Electrician Helper in Marion Ky.
Requires High School diploma or
GED. Will train the right candi-

date. Must have good work
ethicc. Good math skills a
plus. Must pass background

check & drug screen. Some
travel may be required, with ex-
penses paid. Pay depends on
experience and education. Email
resume tohmaloney @liber-
tytire.com or call 270-965-3613
for more info. (2t-36, 38-c)

The Earle C. Clements Job
Corps Academy is seeking em-
ployees. We offer a competitive
salary and benefits package as
well as tuition reimbursement and
advancement opportunities. Full-
time, part-time, and substitute po-
sitions available. MTC is an equal
opportunity employer-
Minority/Female/Disabled/Vet-
eran. To view current openings
and qualifications and to apply,
please visit our website:
www.mtcjobs.com “Building To-
m)orrow’s Futures Today” (5t-38-
p

2002 VW Jetta 239,000 miles.
Leather and power everything.
Up to 37mpg. $1,800. (270) 965-
3759 or (270) 704-1912. (2tp36)

agriculture

Black angus bull, 4 %2 years old,
$2,000. (270) 965-3759 or (270)
704-1912. (2t-36-p)

Looking for crop land to lease in
Caldwell, Crittenden, Lyon and
surrounding area for 2016. Pay
competitive lease, good steward
to your land and will offer refer-
ences. Call Roy Crayne (352)
625-6622 and leave message.
(20t-40-p)

for rent

House for rent, 3 BR, 1 %2 bath,
central heat/air and carport. Ref-
erences and proof of income re-
quired. $500/mo. plus $500
deposit. (1t-35-c)pj

Land contract or rent - 115 Mill
St., Salem. 3 BR, 1 bath, upstairs
loft, 75x25 workshop, $500 rent
or $30,000 on contract. Call (270)
836-9048. (2t-36-p)

hunting

Ethical senior hunter seeks deer
lease for this season, smaller
tracks okay, (352) 205-6787. (4t-
37-p)

real estate

100 acres, 26 tillable, pond, deer
and turkey plentiful, just outside
of Marion, $135,000. Call (802)
579-1361. (4tp-38-p)

For sale: Hunting lodge/bed and
breakfast, 6000 sq. ft. on 7 acres
with detached processing/stor-
age building, built in 2007, lo-
cated in Crayne, Ky. (270)
559-2061. (4t-36-p)

notice

Speak your truth, not necessarily
the one you have been told to
speak. It’s called Truth 360 (de-
gree mark). Accept it from any di-
rection. Send comments to David
Watts, 1099 Tiline Rd., Smith-
land, KY 42081. (24t-50-p)

legal notice

NOTICE OF PASSAGE
AND

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE NUMBER 17-01

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING

MARION CODE OF
ORDINANCE No. 16-09
ANNUAL BUDGET
Notice is hereby given that the
City Council of the City of Marion,
Kentucky, at it's special called
meeting held on March 1, 2017,
at 5:00 o’clock p.m., gave second
reading and passed and adopted
an Ordinance relating to the Mar-
ion Code of Ordinances, which
Ordinance had been given its first
reading at it's regular called
meeting of the City Council held
on February 20, 2017, at 6:00
o’clock p.m. A summary of the
Ordinance is as follows:
This Ordinance amends the City
Budget by increasing the General
Fund Appropriations to $38,606
and the LGEA Fund Public Trans-
portation to $7,000.00.
The full text of the Ordinance

is on file in the Office of the City
Clerk in the City Building, Mar-
ion, Kentucky, where it is avail-
able for public inspection.
PREPARED BY:
/s/ Robert B. Frazer
ROBERT B. FRAZER
CITY ATTORNEY
FRAZER & MASSEY
ATTORNEYS -AT- LAW
P.O. BOX 361
MARION, KY 42064
270/965-2261
March 1, 2017 (1t-35-c)
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of Critten-
den County District Court Marion,
KY do certify that the following
has filed notice of Final Settle-
ment:
Justin Miles Rice of 1024-B Rod-
ney Drive, Nashville, TN 37205,
executor of Bobbie Jean Rice,
deceased.
The foregoing Settlement is to be
heard at the regular session of
the Crittenden District Court on
April 12, 2017. All persons having
exceptions to said settlements
are to file same at once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court (1t-5-¢)
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-34-c)

statewides

Adult

Make a Connection. Real People,
Flity Chat. Meet singles right
now! Call Livelinks. Try it FREE.
Call now. 1-888-979-2264

Announcements

ADVERTISE your JOB OPEN-
ING, EVENT, ITEMS FOR SALE,
AUCTION, etc. in this newspaper
plus 85 other newspapers in KY
for only $250. Save time and
money by making one call for all!
For more information, contact the
classified department of this
newspaper or call KPS at 1-502-

223-8821, email: sparry@Kky-
press.com
Antique Autos

KYANA GIANT INDOOR SWAP
MEET - 51st Year! Sat. March 11
» 8am - 6pm; Sun. March 12 -
8am - 4pm. KY Exposition Cen-
ter, Louisville, KY. 7 Acres, 1100
Spaces, Inside Heat & Air. Cash
& Prizes! Admission $10. Chil-
dren under 12 Free. Info:
kyanaswapmeet@gmail.com or
Perry, 502-619-2917

Divorce Services

UNCONTESTED DIVORCE? No
Kids, no property. Sometimes a
divorce is just a divorce. Di-
vorce500.com. (855) 352-8495

Visit
The
Crittenden

Press
Online

www.the-press.com

Howard Law Group. We file in all
counties.

Equipment For Sale

SAWMILLS from only $4397 -
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your
own bandmill - Cut lumber any di-
mension, in stock ready to ship!
FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363
Ext 300N

Help Wanted - Truck Drivers

HOME WEEKENDS! $1,000 sign
on bonus. Regional flatbed. No
tarp freight. Excellent pay and
benefits. Owner/Ops welcome.
Call 800-554-5661, ext 331.
www.tlxtransport.jobs

CLASS A CDL Flatbed Drivers.
NEW PAY SCALE/ NEW 389
Pete's/ Trucks set @70MPH/
Starting Pay up to .52 cpm/
Health Ins./ 401K/ Per Diem Pay/
Home Weekends. 800-648-9915
or www.boydandsons.com

APPLY NOW! CDL Drivers in
High Demand! Get your CDL
Training in 16 days at Truck

America Training and go to work!
State WIOA Grants and VA Ben-
efits Accepted. Tuition Financing
Available if qualified. 1st yr. avg.
$40,000 per ATA (502)955-6388
or (866)244-3644

LOUISVILLE - FLATBED DRI-
VERS - STOUGHTON TRUCK-
ING. Small company, you're
FAMILY! -NEW Pay Package
-Safety Bonus -Paid
Vacation/Holidays. *Fuel Bonus
*Yearly Increase <Health/Dental
Insurance +Short-Term Disability

-Life Insurance -$1000 Sign-On
Bonus <Pet/Passenger Policy.
(608) 873-2922;
Curt@stoughton-trucking.com

Real Estate/Auctions

AUCTION - March 18, 2017 -
Productive 115 acre Bracken Co.
Farm and Equipment. For addi-
tional information: www.auc-
tionzip.com/auctioneer/castanfiel
d. Craig Stanfield Real Estate &
Auctioneer 606-798-2009
info@stanfieldproperty.com

BELLVILLE MANOR APARTMENTS

819 Terrace Drive *

qualifying person.

Accepting applications for one and two bedroom apartments:
total electric, newly redecorated, rent based on your income to

DISABLED * NEAR ELDERLY * ELDERLY * FAMILY

Marion, Kentucky

Phone (270) 965-5960
TDD: 711

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday

SECTION 8
HOUSING

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Rock ts

Varsity Roster

43 Cassidy Moss P/SS Sr
11 Jessi Brewer C/3BMB  Sr
37 Courtney Beverly P/2B Sr

10 Kaitlyn Hicks P/3B/SS  Jr
0 Chaylee Wolf CF/1B Jr
13 Brandy Book 1B/3B So
34 Emmie Smith LF/3B/SS  Fr
20 Ellie Smith CNnB/3B  Fr
16 Jenna Potter P/OF/2B  Fr
1 Ashlyn Hicks SS/OF 8
The 2017 Lady Rockets varsity fast-pitch softball team includes (front from left) Ashlyn Hicks, Jada Hayes, Chaylee Wolf, Kalli Champion, Chandler 3 Jada Hayes 2B/OF 8
Moss, Matthia Long, Jenna Potter, (back) coach Tory Baker, Brandy Book, Ellie Smith, Courtney Beverly, Jessi Brewer, Cassidy Moss, Kaitlyn Hicks, 24 Chandler Moss P/3B/OF 8
Emmie Smith, head coach Stephen Smith and coach Ronnie Moss. 35 Matthia Long C/OF 8
31 Kalli Champion 8

Returning personnel has excitemenet level hlgh

STAFF REPORT

Although first-year Lady
Rocket softball skipper Stephen
Smith is brand-spanking new to
the high school coach’s box, he
doesn’t expect too many sur-
prises.

In fact, he will only be sur-
prised if his team isn’t highly
competitive.

“I'd love to see us win over 20
games and that has never been
done here,” said Smith. “With
our team, the pitching and talent
we have, if we don’t win, if we fall
short it will be on the coaching.”

As if a new coach doesn’t have
enough pressure already, Smith,
41, is taking responsibility right
out of the chute for what he says
could be an outstanding year.

Crittenden returns all but a
couple of regular starters from
last season and senior Cassidy
Moss is chief among those. She
has already committed to play
college softball and basketball at
Brescia in Owensboro and is
among the top returning hurlers
in all of western Kentucky.

“Cassidy can be unhittable,”
said Smith, who’s been around
softball for many years as a suc-
cessful travel league coach.

“In the past, she’s just tried to
throw the ball by everyone. This
year we’re going to mix it up a lot
more and she could be even
more dominant than she has
been.”

Look for the Lady Rockets to
be a bit more varied on the

Lady Rockets Softball Preview

mound this year. Moss will re-
main fresh for the biggest
matchups because Smith says
his pitching staff is four deep at
the varsity level and there are
more young arms getting ready
at the lower levels. Moss has
been the No. 1 starter since she
was an eighth grader. This year,
senior Courtney Beverly and
Moss’s younger sister, Chandler
(herself an eighth grader) are
battling for the first-up slot in
the rotation and junior Kaitlyn
Hicks is perhaps the most im-
proved arm in the stable and she
will press the others for time on
the mound.

“They all have five pitches.
Beverly has a really good screw-
ball that she will use to get a lot
of ground balls. Chandler is very
close to being an ace. She has a
drop change that’s uncatchable,”
the coach said. “I anticipate
more innings out of more pitch-
ers.”

The Fifth District is loaded
with good pitchers with junior
Sophie Bingham at Lyon and
Hannah Colbert at Trigg. Liv-
ingston’s ace Allison Doyle is re-
turning from an injury, but can
also be very tough to hit.

“Our district is going to be an
absolute war,” Smith said. “It will
be pitching and defense domi-
nated. Whoever can eke out a

BLUE

Have A Great Season!

Glenn’s Apothecary

Located in Family Practice Clinic Building Marion, KY
(270) 965-4101

Glenn’s Prescription Genter

119 E. Main St., Salem, KY
(270) 988-3226

run or two could win the game.”

To complete the battery, Crit-
tenden will look at senior Jessi
Brewer and two youngsters,
freshman Elle Smith and eighth-
grader Matthia Long. Smith said
any one of them is fully capable
of being the varsity starter.

“Jessi has worked hard on
hitting this year and she’s a great
leader,” the coach said.

Sophomore Brandy Book is
getting a strong look as the start-
ing first baseman, but Ellie
Smith and Brewer could also see
time there.

Beverly has the starting job at
second base locked up. She too
is a collegiate softball signee who
will join Moss at Brescia. Eighth-
grader Jada Hayes, who had one
of the team’s best batting aver-
ages last year, may also see some
action there. The coach says
Hayes, just an eighth grader,
could be a varsity starter on any
other team in the area.

At shortstop, Kaitlyn Hicks re-
turns to the starting lineup.
She’s a sure glove, strong arm
and has been a fixture there for
almost four years. Her eighth-
grade sister Ashlyn Hicks is right
behind her on the depth chart
and freshman Emmie Smith
(twin sister to Ellie, and both
daughters of the coach) is a can-
didate for some playing time

Lady Rocket Softhall Schedule

March 13 at Henderson County
there. March 14 Dawgon Springs
The only infield position March16 atTrigg County
where there’s a question markis  March 17 McLean County
third base. Chandler Moss is a ;
likely candidate to win the hot March 18 ~at Ha.meurg’ L
corner’s starting spot, but Ellie March 20 Hopkins Central
Smith and Brewer can handle March21 Ballard
the job, too. March 24-25 at Trigg County Tournament
The new coach says Critten-  Mmarch 27 Webster County
den’s outfield will be much im- .
proved  this season. He March28 atUnion County
anticipates an athletic group to March 30 Lyon County
patrol the yard and take away March 31 at Trigg County
would-be hits from opponents.  aniji7.8  at TN Coaches Tournament, Clarksville

Emmie Smith started in left last

season and is the top prospect April 10 at University Heights All A tournament
for getting that job back. How- April 17 Caldwell County

ever, eighth-grader Kalli Cham- April 18 at Graves County

pion and freshman Jenna Potter April 24 at Hopkins Central

are options. Leading the outfield .

at center will be Chaylee Wolf, a April 25 at Lyon County

junior who has played in the April27  Livingston County

past but didn'’t last season. She’s May 1 Paducah Tilghman

incredibly athletic and has a May 2 at Ballard

great bat, the coach said.

In right field, Hayes and Ash- May 4 at Webster County
lyn Hicks are battling for playing May 8 at Caldwell County
time. Both are solid fielders and May 9 Union County
swing strong bats. i

Crittenden has a very tough May 12 at Livingston C.Ounty
schedule this season, starting May 15 at Dawson Springs
right out of the gate with Hen- May 16  at Paducah Tilghman
derson County. Then, Graves, May 18  at McLean County
Caldwell, Union and Tilghman May 19  Graves County

are some tougher non-district
matchups the Lady Rockets can
expect this season.

May 22-26 at Trigg County District Tournament
May 29-June 2 Regional Tournament

O BIG BLUE

Wishing our Rocket and
Lady Rocket Spring Athletic
Teams much sucess in the
2016 season!

(1A,

129 North Main St.
| m |OVII‘I |t Marion, KY
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